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Message from Dr Horace Dobbs 

Honorary Director International Dolphin Watch  

Dear Dolphin Friend  

Welcome to this latest edition of the IDW 
Newsletter, which is reaching you via the keyboard 
of a truly remarkable lady, Jackie Connell, who 
produces it virtually single-handed.  

During the past month, Jackie had to make an agonising decision. Should she go into 
hospital for urgent abdominal surgery? Or should she delay the operation to go on a 
pre-planned holiday with her husband Terry (our webmaster), to swim with dolphins 
in the Azores with a Dolphin Connection group organised by Amanda Stafford?  

Against the advice and loving concern of some of her family, Jackie chose the later 
option and with the agreement of her surgeon managed to get her operation 
postponed until 29th August. Which means that when you open this Newsletter Jackie 
will be in Northampton General Hospital recovering from a major surgical 
intervention.  

Despite a strong protest from her husband, Jackie asked that when she comes out of 
the operating theatre and back into the ward he should bring in her laptop along with 
the flowers and grapes. This is in order that she can receive your emails and start 
compiling the next Newsletter. Her excuse is that it will take her mind off her 
operation.  

I am sure you will agree that this is the request of a truly courageous woman who 
needs all the love and support we can give her.  

I am also sure that I can speak for all those who have enjoyed her Newsletters over 
the past twelve months when I send her healing and wishes for a speedy recovery 
from the Dolphin Fiesta, which I shall be attending in Germany.  

 

Dr Horace Dobbs, Honorary Director International Dolphin Watch 
www.dolphinfriend.com

  

http://www.dolphinfriend.com
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CONSERVATION  

Science Daily 

 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/

 
August 23, 2007 

 
Where Have All The Dolphins Gone This Summer?  

Researchers from the wildlife conservation charity Marinelife are extremely concerned about 
what it is NOT seeing this summer in the Bay of Biscay. 

  

Common dolphin in the Bay of Biscay. (Credit: Copyright Clive Martin / BDRP) 

 

Marinelife s unique long-term monitoring project, the Biscay Dolphin Research Programme (BDRP) has been 
conducting scientific monthly whale, dolphin and seabird surveys through the English Channel and 
Bay of Biscay for the last 13 years, using the P&O Cruise Ferry, The Pride of Bilbao, as a research 
platform. In addition, a BDRP full-time Wildlife Officer collects daily data on dolphin abundance. 
The BDRP surveys have detected more than 20 species of whale and dolphin in the Bay of Biscay 
and counted over a hundred thousand animals. 

Through the recent work of BDRP and other research groups, the Bay of Biscay has become known 
as a worldwide hotspot for whales, dolphins and seabirds with many passengers each year 
experiencing wonderful encounters with the marine wildlife, especially groups of dolphins that may 
number several thousand. However, this summer there has been a very obvious and worrying dearth 
of sightings, which is significant given that the Bay of Biscay is of European importance for 
dolphins and other cetaceans.  

Early indications have shown that during June and July, the total number counted of the 3 main 
dolphin species, Common Dolphin, Striped Dolphin and Bottlenose Dolphin, are down by around 
80% on the same time last year.  Seabirds, such as auks, shearwaters, and gannets have also been in 
short supply and the situation has been ongoing since the early spring, with no signs of an 
improvement thus far during August.  

Marinelife are worried that this very apparent decline in sightings of both dolphins and seabirds 
along the ferry route, could be more wide-ranging and could indicate a big reduction in fish stocks 
due to over fishing or a change in distribution of fish stocks due to temperature changes (in turn 
linked to climate change).  This year has already been marked by a failure of the anchovy fishery, 
with bans being put in place for the Spanish and French fleets, but what else could be happening? 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/
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Marinelife s Research Director, Dr Tom Brereton said: Whatever the cause of the disappearance of 
dolphins this summer, it shows both how vulnerable they are and how alarmingly quickly local 
declines can occur when environmental conditions change.  The changes highlight how we need to 
act quickly, to address major issues such as climate change and over-fishing.

 
Marinelife are also well aware of the other pressures facing dolphins, especially those in Biscay and 
the Western Approaches to the English Channel and that too is related to commercial fishing 

 
namely bycatch of dolphins in fishing nets. This activity is known to claim thousands of dolphins 
each year, many washing up dead on the beaches of the south west coastline and this situation has 
still not been adequately addressed by the fishing industry.     

Marinelife continues to work in partnership with a number of other research groups, spearheading 
an international initiative, the Atlantic Research Coalition (ARC) that aims to describe changes in 
the status of whales and dolphins at European scale. 

Note: This story has been adapted from a news release issued by MarineLife. 

Wild Dolphin Foundation 

      

Dear Friends 

With a same-day earthquake, hurricane and 5,000 acre fire - immediately followed by an unrelated 
tsunami warning - it might be safe to say that mother nature is a little P.O.-ed. The WDF mission is 
to preserve the natural habitat of wild dolphins - which is essentially connected to us all. We wanted 
to share some things we are doing to lessen our ecological footprint and encourage you to share 
ways you are weakening yours. 

WDF believes that every little action we take adds up to a world of difference. You set an example 
to friends, family and even complete strangers. I used my WDF tote to take home groceries last 
week and the bagger couldn't comprehend why I would bring my own bag. I used the opportunity to 
educate both him and the cashier how even just bringing back your plastic bags to the store saves 
resources, curbs pollution and is a simple way to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

For further information please visit the WDF Web site at http://wilddolphin.org. 


