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I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.  

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 
1st November 2007  

FREE FRIENDSHIP  

To spread the word about the Newsletter, IDW is now offering 
FREE FRIENDSHIP INDEFINITELY.  

International Dolphin Watch (IDW), which was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 
1978, has an unblemished reputation for the conservation of dolphins and research 
into a greater understanding of why dolphins have had such a special place in our 
hearts for over 2000 years.  

In 2006, IDW took advantage of new technology to produce monthly electronic 
Newsletters that include a wide range of news, views and reviews of dolphin related 
topics from around the world.    

All you have to do to take up this offer is to send your Email address requesting 
FREE FRIENDSHIP to mailto:idw@talk21.com

   

mailto:idw@talk21.com
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CONSERVATION 

Cat litter killing whales, dolphins, porpoises 

     

Diving Malaysia reports:   

"Pet owners who flush used cat litter down the 
lavatory may be responsible for the deaths of 
whales, dolphins and porpoises around Britain's 
coast, according to academics and public health 
experts.  

They have found evidence of a common parasite 
in dead marine mammals and say family cats 
could be the unwitting source. Cats are essential to the life cycle of toxoplasma gondii, which 
can infect most mammals and birds but only as part of the food chain.  

The possible link to dolphin deaths has been raised by staff from Swansea and Glamorgan 
universities and the National Public Health Service for Wales in a letter to the Veterinary 
Record. They say that in California concern that cat feces have contributed to sea otter deaths 
has led to disposal warnings on bags of cat litter. But little is known about infection in marine 
species around Britain.  

Blood samples from dead stranded cetaceans revealed infection in one in 70 harbour porpoises, 
in six of 21 common dolphins and in the only hump-backed whale tested. Nearly one in eight 
Swansea University and health service employees admitted flushing cat litter away."  

For information on the Wild Dolphin Foundation visit http://wilddolphin.org/

  

http://wilddolphin.org/
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EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

International Fund for Animal Welfare 

http://www.ifaw.org

   

Between May and October 2007, scientists aboard IFAW's 
research vessel, Song of the Whale, studied sperm whales and 
other cetaceans in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea as part of an 
ongoing collaboration among IFAW, local research groups and 
ACCOBAMS, an agreement on the conservation of marine 
biodiversity in the Mediterranean and Black Seas. Sixteen 
government representatives and scientists from Malta, Egypt, 
Greece, Turkey and Libya worked as interns alongside IFAW 
scientists. Sightings include rough-toothed and Risso's dolphins 
and false killer whales, species not often recorded in the area, and 
endangered Mediterranean monk seals. Outreach activities have 
taken place in Malta, Egypt and Greece, with events planned in 
Libya for October. 

In July, IFAW launched "The Whale Show" in South Africa, a 
conservation and awareness initiative developed by cetacean 
specialist and artist Noel Ashton. A 25-minute audio-visual 
presentation will be screened daily until February 2008 at the 
Whale Museum in Hermanus, noted as the world's best land-based whale watching destination. 

Song of the Whale, a global ambassador for IFAW's whale conservation campaigns, is a state of-
the-art education and research vessel. Designed to provide a flexible working platform for whale 
research, public education and advocacy, the Song of the Whale team carries out studies of 
threatened and endangered marine mammals and their habitats, educates students, trains scientists 
and develops and disseminates non-invasive research techniques around the world.  

Studies carried out by the team play an important role in the conservation and protection of whales 
as well as other cetaceans such as porpoises. By adding to our understanding of the distribution, 
acoustics and abundance of certain species, as well as raising awareness of the threats faced by 
them, the team provides a basis for IFAW's whale protection work in many regions of the world - 
all with a strong and unique conservation message. 

Follow the research journeys of Song of the Whale

 

http://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/default.aspx?oid=32736&msource=DR071001001&tr=y&auid=3
100833

  

IFAW  International Fund for Animal Welfare    

  

Song of the Whale sighted 
endangered Mediterranean 
monk seals along Turkey's 
Teke peninsula 

        

http://www.ifaw.org
http://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/default.aspx?oid=32736&msource=DR071001001&tr=y&auid=3
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NEWS CUTTINGS 

The water baby: Amazing pictures that capture the moment 
a dolphin joins the world 

Daily Mail 
www.dailymail.co.uk

   

6th October 2007 
Photographer Leandro Stanzani   

It is one of the rarest and most magical sights in the natural world. A bottlenose dolphin goes into 
labour . . . then a calf emerges, tail first. Mother guides baby gently to the surface, where they swim 
together for the first time.  Very few dolphin births have been captured on film in such astonishing 
detail. 

 

Magical: Very few dolphin births have been captured on film  

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk
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Nearly there: The dolphin is born tail first 

 

In a cloud of blood the dolphin calf is free   

PHOTO OF THE YEAR  

  

Unknown Photographer 

(If anyone knows who took this photo, please let us know)   
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Too beautiful not to share                

A scene you will probably never get to see 
This is the sunset at the North Pole with the moon at its closest point. 
You also see the sun below the moon. An amazing photo and not one 

easily duplicated. You may want to pass it on to others. The Chinese have a 
saying: When someone shares with you something of value, you 

have an obligation to share it with others . 
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OPERATION SUNSHINE FAMILY THERAPY 
PROGRAMMES 

Registered Charity Number 1121315 

http://www.operationsunshine.org/

           

This charity benefits children and young adults with special needs, their parents and carers.  The 
programme is set up to bring joy and healing into the lives of disadvantaged families in the UK and 
Internationally. 

It is the aim of Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes to improve the quality of life, 
health and social well-being for families of children with special needs. The Founder, Jackie 
Connell says,  we want to create an environment that is as relaxed, positive, open and as supportive 
as possible . 

The children and young people the charity helps have various physical and mental disadvantages, 
including brain trauma, cerebral palsy, autism, learning difficulties, emotional and behavioral 
problems.  Caring for such children/young people with special needs is very demanding and 
stressful and often the siblings also suffer.  Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes helps 
the whole family by taking them to a safe and caring environment, giving them respite, participating 
in activities that would not normally be possible and fulfilling a dream of swimming with dolphins. 
Alternative therapies include massage, yoga, watsu, arts and craft activities.  

For further information visit http://www.operationsunshine.org/ or Email 
mailto:Jackie.Connell@ntlworld.com

 

Dr. Horace Dobbs congratulates Jackie 
Connell and the Team for gaining official 
charitable status with The Charity 
Commission, UK Governing Body.  

The charity was inspired by Dr. Horace 
Dobbs and his long-term research 
(Operation Sunflower).  

Jackie Connell, The Founder of Operation 
Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes, 
says, We are delighted to have gained this 
recognised charitable status. The screening 
and monitoring process has taken 2 years 
and all our hard work has paid off. We 
couldn t have done it without the small team 
of dedicated volunteers. Now the fun starts -

 

we are choosing special needs families for 
our 2008 Programmes and fundraising to 
make dreams come true! 

 

DR. HORACE DOBBS 
(Charity Patron, Researcher and 

Medical Advisor)  

 

Special needs families need your help. To make a donation go to the fundraising page on 
http://www.operationsunshine.org/html/fundraising.html

 

http://www.operationsunshine.org/
http://www.operationsunshine.org/
mailto:Jackie.Connell@ntlworld.com
http://www.operationsunshine.org/html/fundraising.html
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SIMULATED DOLPHIN EXPERIENCES 

Recreating the benefits  The Dolphin Dome 

It is not possible for all special needs families to participate in the Operation 
Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes and to swim with wild dolphins. 
Therefore, we aim to make the therapeutic benefits of swimming with dolphins 
accessible to as many families as possible by the development of the Dolphin 
Dome. 

 

Swimming with dolphins was voted the number one experience that people 
most wanted to do in their lifetime, for the BBC 1 programme 50 Things to do 
before I die. But this popularity presents a serious threat to the welfare of 
dolphins, as it creates a market for further captures, trade and captive 
breeding. 

Due to these ethical concerns, research is being carried out into electronically 
replicating the benefits of dolphin interaction.  The Dolphin Dome Project, run 
by International Dolphin Watch (IDW), aims to create an interactive, sensory 
environment inside a dome.  Using technology to project images and sound, 
the dome will simulate and investigate the physical and psychological effects 
experienced during human-dolphin interaction, without using captive dolphins. 

It has been shown that it is possible to capture and recreate the spiritual 
essence of dolphins that can have beneficial effects on the human mind. The 
Dolphin Dreamtime does it with music. Stories and pictures about a fictional 
dolphin created by Dr. Horace Dobbs, named Dilo have been shown to help 
children with learning difficulties. 

The Dolphin Dome, a prototype of which was unveiled at the IDW International 
Conference held at the Open University, December 2003, is a large dome 
utilising the latest technology, in which it is possible for entire families to have 
an interactive healing experience. One feature of the Dolphin Dome is the 
display of dolphin images across a hemi-spherical screen as in planetariums. 
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I t is undeniable that dolphin healing has a powerful effect on the human 
psyche says Dr. Horace Dobbs, Founder of I DW.  The ethos of the Dolphin 
Dome Project is to treat the whole family so that the benefits then get passed 
back to the child again. The other advantage of the dome is that severely 
disabl ed children who cannot be treated in water can be reached  and you 
won t have to t ravel to Florida. We are also developing a m ini dome for 
individual use. The Dilo Dome

 
http://www.idw.org/html/dilo_dome_.html

 
is much 

cheaper to produce and useful for children with Asperger s syndrom e as they 
often want isolat ion. Thanks to the sterling efforts of Graham Bloy, who spent 
hours scouring t he Internet, an inflatable plastic dome was located that proved 
to be an excellent prototype. Studies in many different situations, including a 
school for children with special needs, showed that the concept for a small 
dome was sound.  However the inflata ble dome had short comings. Mainly that 
it was vulnerable to being punctured.  A search has therefore began for a more 
robust dome   

Eventually though, Horace predicts The Dilo Dolphin Dome Project will have a 
big impact on medicine and that treatment will  one day be available privately 
or on the NHS.  Will it be as good as the real thing? Horace is optimistic.  Our 
aim is to try and identify the essence of the benefits humans receive from 
dolphins and we believe it will be an improvement on the original concept .

 

For further information on the Domes and research by Dr. Horace 
Dobbs (Operation Sunflower) visit : 
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_healing_part_4.html

  

SPECIAL OFFER      

 

RECEIVE A FREE OPERATION SUNSHINE FAMILY 
THERAPY PROGRAMME DVD, THAT INCLUDES 

UNDERWATER FOOTAGE OF DOLPHINS  

With the purchase of any IDW Classic Film  

A NEW DVD in the IDW Film Classics series 
Bewitched by a Dolphin is an enchanting film 
about a friendly wild dolphin who bewitches a 
visitor to a picturesque seaside village in Wales. 
In his introduction, Dr Horace Dobbs reveals 
how making this film led to the discovery that 
dolphins have healing powers and how he set 
about creating a Dolphin Pill with the help of 
Australian Aborigines. DOLPHIN DREAMTIME 
as the Sound Pill is called. 
To order a Classic Film go to: 
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

  


