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I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.  

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 
1st November 2007  

FREE FRIENDSHIP  

To spread the word about the Newsletter, IDW is now offering 
FREE FRIENDSHIP INDEFINITELY.  

International Dolphin Watch (IDW), which was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 
1978, has an unblemished reputation for the conservation of dolphins and research 
into a greater understanding of why dolphins have had such a special place in our 
hearts for over 2000 years.  

In 2006, IDW took advantage of new technology to produce monthly electronic 
Newsletters that include a wide range of news, views and reviews of dolphin related 
topics from around the world.    

All you have to do to take up this offer is to send your Email address requesting 
FREE FRIENDSHIP to mailto:idw@talk21.com

   

mailto:idw@talk21.com
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CONSERVATION 

Cat litter killing whales, dolphins, porpoises 

     

Diving Malaysia reports:   

"Pet owners who flush used cat litter down the 
lavatory may be responsible for the deaths of 
whales, dolphins and porpoises around Britain's 
coast, according to academics and public health 
experts.  

They have found evidence of a common parasite 
in dead marine mammals and say family cats 
could be the unwitting source. Cats are essential to the life cycle of toxoplasma gondii, which 
can infect most mammals and birds but only as part of the food chain.  

The possible link to dolphin deaths has been raised by staff from Swansea and Glamorgan 
universities and the National Public Health Service for Wales in a letter to the Veterinary 
Record. They say that in California concern that cat feces have contributed to sea otter deaths 
has led to disposal warnings on bags of cat litter. But little is known about infection in marine 
species around Britain.  

Blood samples from dead stranded cetaceans revealed infection in one in 70 harbour porpoises, 
in six of 21 common dolphins and in the only hump-backed whale tested. Nearly one in eight 
Swansea University and health service employees admitted flushing cat litter away."  

For information on the Wild Dolphin Foundation visit http://wilddolphin.org/

  

http://wilddolphin.org/
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EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

International Fund for Animal Welfare 

http://www.ifaw.org

   

Between May and October 2007, scientists aboard IFAW's 
research vessel, Song of the Whale, studied sperm whales and 
other cetaceans in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea as part of an 
ongoing collaboration among IFAW, local research groups and 
ACCOBAMS, an agreement on the conservation of marine 
biodiversity in the Mediterranean and Black Seas. Sixteen 
government representatives and scientists from Malta, Egypt, 
Greece, Turkey and Libya worked as interns alongside IFAW 
scientists. Sightings include rough-toothed and Risso's dolphins 
and false killer whales, species not often recorded in the area, and 
endangered Mediterranean monk seals. Outreach activities have 
taken place in Malta, Egypt and Greece, with events planned in 
Libya for October. 

In July, IFAW launched "The Whale Show" in South Africa, a 
conservation and awareness initiative developed by cetacean 
specialist and artist Noel Ashton. A 25-minute audio-visual 
presentation will be screened daily until February 2008 at the 
Whale Museum in Hermanus, noted as the world's best land-based whale watching destination. 

Song of the Whale, a global ambassador for IFAW's whale conservation campaigns, is a state of-
the-art education and research vessel. Designed to provide a flexible working platform for whale 
research, public education and advocacy, the Song of the Whale team carries out studies of 
threatened and endangered marine mammals and their habitats, educates students, trains scientists 
and develops and disseminates non-invasive research techniques around the world.  

Studies carried out by the team play an important role in the conservation and protection of whales 
as well as other cetaceans such as porpoises. By adding to our understanding of the distribution, 
acoustics and abundance of certain species, as well as raising awareness of the threats faced by 
them, the team provides a basis for IFAW's whale protection work in many regions of the world - 
all with a strong and unique conservation message. 

Follow the research journeys of Song of the Whale

 

http://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/default.aspx?oid=32736&msource=DR071001001&tr=y&auid=3
100833

  

IFAW  International Fund for Animal Welfare    

 


