International Dolphin Watch (IDW)
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation
dedicated to helping dolphins since it was founded by
Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.
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I NTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH (1DW)

|S A GLOBAL FAMILY OF DOLPHIN LOVERS
HELPING DOLPHINS AND PEOPLE

In the past, members communicated viathe printed journal DOL PHIN.

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click of a

mouse.

Please feel free to pass this Newsdletter on to others. If they would like to be notified
when a new Newsletter isissued, plusinformation on its contents, contact: Kris email

'mailto:idw@talk21.commni
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POLITICS

Words of Wisdom from an Australian Aborigine Elder

Dr Horace Dobbs has had along association with Australia. He was a keynote speaker at the first
groundbreaking ICERC (International Cetacean Education Research Centre) conference, organised
by Kamala Hope-Campbell, at Nambucca Heads in New South Walesin 1988 and attended all of
the subsequent conferences in Australia, Japan and France.

Horace’s study and fascination of Australian Aborigine culture came to the fore in the opening
chapter — Sunrise at Uluru — of his book Journey into Dolphin Dreamtime first published by
Jonathan Cape in 1992.

Horace was so impressed by the opening address given by Australian Aborigine Elder Auntie Pearl
King at the ICERC Conference at the Kondari Resort in Hervey Bay in August 1997, that he
reported it in full in the October 1997 issue of the IDW journal DOLPHIN, which at the time was
published in a paper magazine format and circulated to IDW members around the world.

The theme of the conference was: HOW TO SECURE A FUTURE FOR THE NEXT SEVEN
GENERATIONS.

Horace feelsthat theissuesraised at the conference arejust asrelevant today asthey were 12
year s ago and he hasrequested that Auntie Pear| King’s address should bereprinted in this
electronic Newdletter for it to reach a new and much wider audience.

So hereit is, along with his Conference Report:



Reprinted from DOLPHIN - October 1997.

Auntie Pearl King

Mrs Pearl King, a Koamu Komilaroi woman originally from
South West Queensland, is an aboriginal Elder. She now
resides in the hinterland of the Sunshine Coast .

At age 58 Mrs King completed full time studies and achieved a
diploma in Aboriginal Welfare Practices. Now in her 70's Auntie
Pearl likes to spend her time gardening, or at her computer
typing in stories about her childhcod. Over the past two years
she has spent a lot of time researching stories about her
parents and family. She hopes that one day these stories will
be published in a book.

Auntie Pearl sees the combination of her Aboriginal spirituality
and her interest in new age perspectives as working hand in
hand for her. Spurred on by a zest for life she looks to a future
world of heightened spirituality as a doorway for us all.

Auntie Pearl King
King Street, Traveston 4570
Queensland, Australia Tel: 0754 851354

How to secure a future for the next
seven generations?

As an aboriginal Australian, | feel it is my
responsibility to say, in order to move confidently
forward, we must first settle the past and align it
with the present. Australia is currently having
much difficulty with precisely this issue. | believe
the enemy of our secure future is in the mind-set
and behavioural patterns of Australians at large.

Living in the white world, | have had a front row
seat at the circus that is white culture. |
wouldn't send the whitefellas back because |, too,
have become accustomed to the brick houses and
soft bed with fluffy doonas. Also, the whitefellas
have heap big magic. Reading and writing is a
good example. Giant metal birds that ferry people
all over the globe - most impressive. Sophisticated
telecommunications that shrink the planet so much
that we can now call it a global village. The
systems of law and democracy are brilliant, in
principle. And gatherings like this one, seeking to
better the lives of everyone sharing ideas and
making wishes for the future. This is really
humanity at its best.

The trouble with such unrivalled cleverness
and power is that the whitefellas have come to
thinking that they are the ultimate movers and
shakers. There is an unconscious, and therefore
unquestioned belief, that this civilisation is the
superior style. Not only compared to other
cultures, but to the universal scheme of things. In
other words, God comes second, or even not at all.
And Nature, which is subordinate to the western

Male God, is exploited and dominated to maintain
this civilisation.

It is a superiority that is believable because we can
see and touch it. There is much tangible evidence
of the power of civilised culture. And history
testifies to it's might. My people have had to
accept the overwhelming might of the white
culture, which in 209 years of settlement, turned
our continent from a virgin wilderness into an
Anglo-European style civilisation - from an ancient
ecological paradise to a land devastated by
European, nineteenth century farming practices
and thoughtless urban development.

The people of this superior culture have matching
minds and attitudes. This mind-set means doing all
the talking and not much, if any, listening. The non-
listening affects all of us personally since it is the
behavioural norm in this culture. Our leaders, the
politicians and scientists etcetera, are good
examples of how non-listening is rewarded.
Parents act like politicians with their children. This
characteristic is viewed as strong, confident and
unwavering. It is accepted behaviour to be pig-
headed, stubborn and to see other viewpoints
as misguided. A characteristic like ‘curiosity’ is
treated as an inconvenience or plain stupidity.
‘Receptivity' is a sign of weakness.

In fact, in the civilised world, the opinions of the
powerful are far more important than the
experiences of the poweriess. As a collective we






