International Dolphin Watch (IDW)

Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to
helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.
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I NTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH (1DW)

|S A GLOBAL FAMILY OF DOLPHIN LOVERS
HELPING DOLPHINS AND PEOPLE

In the past, members communicated viathe printed journal DOLPHIN.

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click of a

mouse.

Please feel free to pass this Newsdletter on to others. If they would like to be notified
when a new Newsletter isissued, plusinformation on its contents, contact: Kris email

mailto:idw@ta k21.comni
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CONSERVATION

Resilience Science Is Promising Approach To Marine
Conservation

ScienceDaily, Feb. 17, 2008

Brown University, marine conservation - scientist Heather Leslie, has explained how the fast-growing field of resilience
science can produce more effective ocean protection policies at the annual meeting of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Resilience scienceis the study of how ecosystems resist and respond to disturbances, both natural and man-made. This
increasingly influential area of environmental science is affecting marine conservation efforts from the Gulf of Maine to
the Great Barrier Reef.

Ocean ecosystems are increasingly threatened by over fishing, pollution, habitat loss, climate change and coastal
development. Understanding why some ecosystems resist these shocks, and continue to deliver benefits such as
plentiful fish and pristine beaches, and how others collapse is the subject of resilience science -- a budding branch of
study that combines approaches from both the life and social sciences.

"Resilience science examines how human and natural forces come together to affect an ecosystem's ability to resist,
recover or adapt to disturbances,” Ledlie said. "That knowledge can be directly applied to conservation policies --
policiesthat can better protect the oceans."

Key elements of resilience science include the recognition of the connections between marine systems and human
communities, the maintenance of diversity in marine ecosystems and economies, and the importance of monitoring of
the dynamic ecological processes, such as the rate of plankton production in the upper ocean, that create large-scale
ecological patterns.

Conservation policies based on resilience science are showing promise around the world and across the United States,
most notably in the Chesapeake Bay. Restoration of the Bay is underway -- evidenced by oyster sanctuaries and
eelgrass seeding -- to restore lost diversity and increase future resilience.

"Viewing the world through aresilience lens means embracing change and acknowledging the tight connections
between humans and nature," Ledlie said. "The way forward will require embracing change at many levels -- in societal
expectations, in business practices, in resource management -- to adapt to an ever-changing environment. Resilience
science can show the way for-ward, creating more robust marine ecosystems and thriving human communities.”

*Heather Leslie, Sharpe Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies and Biology at Brown University,
presented the symposium "Embracing Change: A New
Vision for Management in Coastal Marine Ecosystems' on
Feb. 17, 2008.

Adapted from materials provided by

Brown University (2008, February 17). Resilience Science Is
Promising Approach To Marine Conservation. ScienceDaily.
Retrieved February 21, 2008, from

Ocean ecosystems are increasingly threatened by over fishing, pollution, habitat loss, climate change and coastal
development. Understanding why some ecosystems resist these shocks, and continue to deliver benefits such as
plentiful fish and pristine beaches, and how others collapse is the subject of resilience science. (Credit:

i Sockphoto/lan Scott).
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Save Scotl and’s Dolphins

By Charlotte Thompson
Daily Express
Monday February 18,2008

PLAYFUL: The Moray Firth dolphins are a
popular tourist attraction

SCIENTISTS unveiled plans yesterday to save
Scotland’s only coastal group of wild dolphins from
extinction.

Research is underway in the Moray Firth to
understand their habits and behaviour.

The area is home to 130 bottlenose dolphins, the
most northerly resident population in the world. But
they are under threat from government plans to start oil and gasagiqyio

Energy minister Malcolm Wicks announced the Moray Firth was “likely” to get the go-ahead for an
exploration licence in December. But scientists fear the creatures would be driven away by seismic
testing. Moray Firth campaign manager for the Wiaae Dolphin Conservation Society, Sarah
Dolman, said: “Although researchers have been studying the dolphins of the Inner Moray Firth

information about those mammals further out to sea is severely lacking.

“Without information on their movements and how they use the seas, we cannot ensure these
animals are adequately protected.

“The research is urgently needed to help protect the animals from marine devel opments, including

oil and gas exploration and production, offshore wind farms, and new marina ceeptego name

but afew.” The research team will survey the area using acoustic listening techniques such as
underwater hydrophones. Photographs and video footage will also help to build a picture of how
the different whale and dolphin species, includimgke whales and harbour porpoises, live.

The research will last for up to a year, taking place every season, to show how the distribution
patterns of dolphins change.

The Government has allowed until March 14 for the public to respond to their proposals

The small dolphin population is already under threat because of climate change and entanglement in
fishing nets. Reckless jet skiers are another danger as the noise of engines can disrupt
communication between mothers and their calves. Conservatibaigsalso voiced fears over the
dolphins starving because of dwindling food stocks.

The dolphins are a popular tourist attraction and contribute to the local economy. The Firth is listed
as a Special Area of Conservation.

Click here to have your say: http://www.express.co.uk/myexpress/
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