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I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.  

 

                                                                                                                                                        

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 

June 2008  

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

In May 2008 Dr Horace Dobbs was honoured with a Lifetime Achievement Award 
by IrishDolphins.com in Appreciation for over 40 years of Dolphin Dedication.  
The ceremony took place in Dingle, County Kerry, Ireland where for 24 years a 
friendly wild dolphin, Fungie, has made his home. When the award was being 
presented by Maria Simmonds-Gooding to Horace in the Skellig Hotel Fungie was 
frolicking with visitors a short distance away in the bay.  

 

The framed certificate shown here was accompanied by a beautiful Dingle Crystal goblet and a small delicate 
wooden carving of Fungie by the Dutch sculptor Jan Ploeg who has made his home in Ireland 
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DINGLE CONFERENCE 

A personal overview 
by Dr Horace Dobbs 

For me the IrishDolphins.com http://www.irishdolphins.com/ Conference in Dingle, 12-14 May 
2008, was a deeply emotional experience. The location had a lot to do with it. The meetings were 
held in the Skellig Hotel, which is set in spectacularly beautiful scenery on the edge of Dingle Bay, 
County Kerry Ireland - the home of a friendly wild dolphin - Fungie. When I first met the dolphin 
shortly after he arrived 24 years ago he was dubbed Dorad - the Gaelic for dolphin. Now he s called 
Fungie. 

  

During his stay the ability of this one solitary dolphin to 
touch peoples hearts and minds has become legendary. 
Tens of thousands have been close to Fungie in Dingle Bay. 
Many have swum with him. And many millions more know 
of him through the media. 

I have been privileged to swim with Fungie on countless 
occasions and have introduced him to TV audiences through programmes such as the BBC s 
children s programme Blue Peter. I have written accounts of some of these adventures in my books 
Dance to a Dolphin s Song and Journey into Dolphin Dreamtime. 

One of the TV films I made with Fungie, The Dolphin s Touch, was about a research project 
Operation Sunflower. Its aim was firstly to investigate the apparent effect that swimming with 
dolphins could lift the human spirit, and if this was shown to be true, to evaluate the benefits that 
might derive from such a close association with a dolphin - particularly in people with mental 
problems. To do this I took to Dingle three patients diagnosed as clinical depressives, each 
presenting completely different symptoms, and then persuaded them to swim with a very large wild 
dolphin in the open sea. 

Fungie  Dingle, alias Dorad 
Photo taken by Dr. Horace Dobbs 

http://www.irishdolphins.com/
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Anita Mattsom (sitting) from Sweden, Flemming Larsen from 
Denmark and Valpurga Hazakova from the Czech Rebublic 

join Horace at the lighthouse he fictionalised in his Dilo books

The outcome of the obvious positive benefits on those taking part in Operation Sunflower has since 
evolved into Operation Sunshine Family Therapy Programmes, Registered Charity 1121315, 
Founded by Jackie Connell, who I will be joining when she takes some special needs families to 
swim with wild dolphins in the Bahamas later this year.  

Other especially happy memories of Dingle include working on the community opera Arion and the 
Dolphin commissioned by Rebecca Meitlis of English National Opera based in London, after she 
read Heathcote Williams epic illustrated poem about Fungie - Falling for a Dolphin. The composer 
of the music for the opera, Alex Roth, and the librettist Vikram Seth, were immense fun to be with 
and were ecstatic when I introduced them to Fungie in the sea. 

It was with such memories of the past and speculation on what lay ahead that I carried with me in 
my emotional baggage to Dingle. 

However despite his presence in the bay the conference was not really about Fungie. Indeed he 
featured little in the official programme. Some delegates took advantage of being in Dingle to go 
for a swim with him. Those who did not venture into the sea were able to get a taste of the 
experience by watching The Dolphin s Gift - Kim Kindersley s evocative film of Fungie, narrated 
by John Hurt. 

One of the people I was delighted to meet again was Dr Jason Cressi who I have known since he 
was working on his Ph.D. on psychology at Oxford University. Jason showed me the one and only 
proof copy of his forthcoming magnum opus entitled DEEP VOICES.  This weighty tome, which 
explores the ancient relationship between humans, dolphins and whales and why the wisdom and 
legends we have about our cousins in the sea is so vital today, is written in a similar style to that 
with which Jason delivered his captivating talk at the conference. 

Amanda Stafford, who is always full of fun and vitality and runs very carefully regulated dolphin 
swim trips to one of the finest locations in world, the Azores, is another long term friend. We shared 
stories about the memorable visit she organised to the island of Pico last summer for my wife 
Wendy and I with Jackie and Terry Connell. 

Alice Skriver, a long-term supporter of International Dolphin 
Watch, was there too. She came with another Dane, Larsen. He 
lives on the island Laeso where a Dolphin Art Festival was held 
in 2007 where paintings were sold and part of the proceeds were 
donated to International Dolphin Watch. The event was so 
successful that another Festival has been organised for 28th-29th 

June 2008 http://www.vildedelfiner.dk/delfinfestival.html

     

http://www.vildedelfiner.dk/delfinfestival.html
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One of the people I have wanted to meet for a long time but never had the opportunity to do so until 
the gathering in Dingle is Dr Toni Frohoff. Toni is editor of a book respected by academics entitled: 
BETWEEN SPECIES  celebrating the dolphin-human bond, to which I contributed a chapter. 

 I travelled to Dingle by car from Hull, via Birkenhead and Dublin, in the company of Paul 
Obernay. When we were about 20 miles out of Dingle quite unexpectedly we stumbled across two 
people waiting to connect with a bus to take them to the Conference. They were Martin Volk from 
Germany and Valpurga Hozakova from the Czech Republic both of whom I met for the first time in 
Germany in 2007 at the Dolphin Fiesta in Augsburg. Whilst at that happy gathering they both 
expressed great interest in my plans to capture the healing essence of dolphins and make it 
universally available. As we parted company after our unexpected encounter in Ireland, Martin and 
Valpurga told me they were travelling to the conference to meet me again and that they had some 
very exciting things to tell me. Which indeed they had. 

One of them was that Martin had been working on some concepts for the Dilo Dome and had 
brought me some colourful, Dilo decorated, gifts from Germany.  Paul Obernay reported that he had 
also produced some creative ideas for The Dilo Dome. 

The other exciting news was that Valpurga had translated all 5 of my children s books into Czech 
and was itching to introduce the children of the Czech Republic to the antics of my mischievous, 
make believe dolphin named Dilo. Valpurga was absolutely delighted when during a lunchtime 
break we were able to follow the track taken by Debra, the heroine, and her twin brother Robin, to 
the lighthouse, fictionalised of course, which features largely in the books, especially Dilo in 
Lighthouse Bay. 

The Dingle Conference was organised by Irishdolphins.com, which is dedicated to giving accurate 
information about friendly or sociable wild dolphins (and whales) around the coastal waters of 
Ireland, had as its themes: Connect, Communicate and Explore 

This brief was amply fulfilled by the final presentation at the conference in which Gauthier 
Chapelle plotted the extraordinary odyssey of a dolphin named Dony who was first reported as 
swimming alongside small boats and allowing himself to be stroked in Smerwick Harbour in April 
2001 before moving on to Great Blasket Island, near Dingle, and thence to Brittany in July 2001. 
The power of the internet then began to make itself felt as an invaluable tracking tool for studying 
the migratory habits of friendly, free ranging dolphins. The Irishdolphins.com website lists 10 pages 
of sightings which were plotted by Gautier in his PowerPoint presentation and graphically revealed 
Dony s random and it seemed erratic travels between the Channel Islands, France, Belgium and 
Holland before he turned up off the south coast of England in September 2007. After journeying 
from Eastbourne in Kent to St. Ives in Cornwall, Dony crossed the Channel back to Brittany a 
month later. 

Although all of the other presentations were fascinating in their individual ways, one of the things I 
most value about such gatherings is the opportunity they provide to meet up informally with old 
friends and make new ones. This I was able to do in abundance in Dingle. 

The Dingle Conference was organised by Graham Timmins, one time resident of Dingle who now 
lives in Sweden, strongly and very ably supported by Keith Buchanan who lives locally. 
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