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I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.  

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 

January/1st February 2008  

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH (IDW)  

I S A GLOBAL FAMI LY OF DOLPHI N LOVERS 

In the past, members communicated via the printed journal DOLPHIN. 

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin 
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and 
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click of a 
mouse. 

Please feel free to pass this Newsletter on to others.  If they would like to be notified 
when a new Newsletter is issued, plus information on its contents, contact: Kris email 
mailto:idw@talk21.comm    

mailto:idw@talk21.comm
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MESSAGE FROM DR. HORACE DOBBS 
HONORARY DIRECTIOR INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH  

Dear Friends of International Dolphin Watch,  

As a last minute Addendum to the December 2007 Newsletter, I reported on the 
tragic circumstances that surrounded the Editor, Jackie Connell, and her husband (our 
webmaster) Terry, when they discovered that Jackie s 34 year old son Lee, who they 
had both desperately tried to help overcome his addiction to drugs, had died on 22nd 
November. Despite her grief and being confined to bed with illness Jackie managed 
to produce the December issue of the Newsletter.  

I discussed the funeral at length with Jackie after it took place on 7th December. She 
said that as the undertakers were walking in front of the hearse, in which she was 
seated, towards the crematorium, she saw Lee walking beside them. When she 
mentioned this to her other son, Shaun, he said he had also seen his brother walking 
in front of the hearse with head held high before Jackie mentioned it.  

Jackie took comfort from this.  

It made her aware that although Lee was no longer present in body his spirit had 
survived. Furthermore he would always be around to help her to take her newly 
registered charity, Operation Sunshine, forward and thereby fulfil her driving desire 
to help families with special needs.  

With all this emotional turmoil and the stress of Christmas, Jackie, much to her 
dismay, was unable to pull together an issue of the Newsletter for 1st January 2008.  

However, I am very pleased to report that Jackie s amazing spirit is now fully 
restored and undiminished. She sees the year 2008 as a time of great challenge and 
change. And she is tackling it with her usual gusto. A typical example is this 
January/February 2008 Newsletter.  

I am sure I speak for all readers and members of International Dolphin Watch when I 
wish her good health in 2008.  But more than that I hope that the love we all send her 
and her husband Terry will lift Jackie to new heights and give her the strength and 
stamina to tackle the huge tasks she has set herself in the coming months.  

 

Dr Horace Dobbs 
Honorary Director International Dolphin Watch. 
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NEWS 

Stop using dolphins as therapists, says WDCS 

DIVER MAGA ZINE 
January 2008 

Paul Fenner 
News Editor 
DIVER magazine/www.Divernet.com 
Eaton Publications 
mailto:paul@divermag.co.ukk

    

THE WHALE AND DOLPHIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY  has 
called for a complete ban on Dolphin Assisted Therapy (DAT), in 
which interaction between humans and dolphins supposedly brings 
relief to people suffering from depression and other ailments. 
The practice involves close interaction 
usually with a dolphin held in 
captivity. The WDCS call to ban 
controversial DAT comes, it says, 

after it uncovered the shocking truth 
behind the rapidly expanding DAT 
industry . 
After researching the therapy, the 
WDCS report Can You Put Your Faith 
In DAT? has stated that: 

There is no scientific evidence 
to prove that the therapy is 
effective. 
There are no official standards 
or regulation governing the 
industry. 
Dolphins are removed from the wild to stock the growing number of DAT facilities, and this 
has both serious conservation and welfare implications for the animals. 
Both people and animals are exposed to infection and injury when participating in DAT. 
DAT is extremely costly, despite the lack of evidence of its success, and other therapies are 
both cheaper and easier to obtain. 

Health charity Research Autism supports the findings. We endorse the WDCS report, which 
highlights the fact that there is no good-quality research evidence that dolphin therapy aids people 
with autism, it said. We understand this type of therapy to be expensive and potentially harmful to 
both people with autism and the dolphins. 
We understand that parents will wish to do anything that might potentially help their child, but we 

would urge people to exercise caution when considering such an undertaking.

 

Cathy Williamson, a co-author of the WDCS report, said: This therapy involves vulnerable people 
and also exploits the dolphins, which are forced to interact with people in conditions that are far 
from suitable for wild animals. 
We know that keeping dolphins in captivity has serious welfare implications for these animals, 

including a shorter life expectancy than in the wild, and we are saddened that the growing DAT 
industry is causing more and more animals to be subjected to a life in captivity.

 


