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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH
STARTS 2009 DOWN UNDER

In thisfirst issue of the IDW NEWSLTTER in 2009, Estelle Myers, now DR
Estelle Myer s (Per sonality of the Month January 2007), takes usinto the New
Year on a cheerful optimistic note.

More Magical Dolphinicity

2008 has ended amagical year for me, and my Ph.D thesis, ‘Midwife to Gaia, birthing global
consciousness’ has been accepted, and in no small way due to the efforts of Dr Horace Dobbs,
Honorary Director of International Dolphin Watch, who undertook the massive task of being one of
three examiners of a 451 page tome — sharing my personal journey of dolphinicity and the wisdom
learned from 28 year of being in a place to be open to the magic of the human dol phin connection
and all the joy it brings. We have had so many adventures together and the International Dolphin
Watch family have without question made an enormous contribution to the growth of global
consciousness and become a major influence of people all over the world. We are atruly wonderful
family often light years ahead of other networks in understanding our relationship to each other and
al creatures especially cetacea. We are one, won, NOW. With open hearts and minds this magical
adventure grows almost every minute of every day in so many ways.

My most recent DOLFUN experience started with atelephone call from my very dearest dolfun
colleague down under, Angela, who lives about 3 hours south of me at atiny wee coastal area,
called Hungry Heads. Angela had been down watching the sunrise as she does often, and had a
visit from our cousins in the ocean, as does sometime happen. There was only one other person
present on the otherwise deserted beach, it was a young man, who also seemed to be enchanted by
the passing dancing dolphins. They watched in silence enjoying their own moment of magic and
then walked back to their respective vehicles warm in the glow of having been touched by our
cousinsin the sea



Thisisthe story that Angelatold to me on the phone, when with great excitement she explained that
the young man was now standing by her phone waiting to talk to me!  What is exceptional about
this story isthat Angelaawise elder, lives alone and is usually reticent and cautious about
strangers, especially men. However her enthusiasm was infectious and she asked meto talk to the
one we now both call ‘Dougy Dolphin’. | cannot reiterate how unusual it wasfor her to invite a
total stranger into her home before breakfast and then have him call me. My response was that the
dolphins were clearly setting up adance. Naturally | spoke with Dougy and invited him to visit on
his next journey north. It seemed that Doughy had made a commitment with intention and integrity
to follow his dolphin dreaming, and quit the rat race as a master house painter in Sydney to become
an eco tourist guide up in Byron Bay with a company that takes visitors out to meet the local pod in
kayaks. Thiswas no change of life crisis, Doughy had decided to take up from his amazing
adventures back in the early 90’s when he had very special one on one meeting with local dolphins
when surfing near his home further south on our eastern coastline.

He had recently returned from an adventure in Canada, in a kayak with orca, and this had re-ignited
his passion for cetacea. So he packed up his home and headed north in avan, and trained to be a
certified guide. In lessthan no time he was qualified and now isjoyously hanging out with visitors
and dolphinstwice aday in akayak at the beautiful Byron bay location.

He has become an absolute magical friend that | have named my ‘dolfun boy’ as he needed to
supplement his income from dolphin tours with other work and low and behold he was able to paint
one of my friends houses in time for Xmas, and then was able to house sit my Sunshine dog and
Casey cat, while | flew to Sydney. The intended house sitting couple had to deal with amedical
emergency at the last minute. In addition he has put in many hours weeding my jungle of a garden
and the two of us worked for awhole day to take own blinds and clean windows. Doughy isa
dolfun blessing and thereismore! He takes brilliant photos, here are a couple, the local pod with
visitors on the high seas and a friendly dolphin right outside my door in front of my little sailing
boat, ‘dolphinicity’, which of course isthe magic beyond synchronicity and more than co incidence.

Local pod Byron bay Dec 2008 with kayak visitors



To top it off yesterday, as | sailed away, four friendly dolphins cameto play and swim under my
bow at the beginning and end of our sail. What awonderful start to ayear of CHANGE. We are
fired up and ready to GO.

Sngeddphin chedking out ny littleboat ‘ddphiniaty’ autddeny villa2008

Dr. Estelle Myers
Mailto:estellemyers@virginbroadband.com.au

From William Rossiter, President, CSI Whales Alive

Tursiops truncatus "I s this the species of dolphin
that hangs out with Estelle Myers?"

The Southern Australian bottlenose dolphin is the
latest species of cetacean to be “discovered” hiding in
plain sight. In fact DNA samples have proven that most
the bottlenose dolphins living close to the shores of the
states of Victoria, South Australiaand Tasmania are the
new species, and perhaps different enough from Tursiops
to be anew genus. Still awaiting a scientific name, the
“new” dolphin’s common name may not be very
romantic, but it’s an improvement over snubfin dolphin,
the species discovered in 2005.

The" new" Southern Australian bottlenose dolphin and Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin look so
much alike only DNA tests can them apart, to humans. Photo Courtesy of Ingrid Visser.

So how many species of cetaceans are there? If asked mumble “about 80” and wait a bit. Aswith
the estuarine version of Latin America’s tucuxi dolphin, now called the Guiana dolphin, proof is
gathering that several orca populations should be elevated as separate species, as if they cared, and
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severa species with worldwide distribution are likely candidates for hair splitting. The greatest
value from identifying discrete species or populations of cetaceans lies with enhanced management
and the potential for better conservation. For example, managing the expanding Solomon Islands
trade of the Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin is greatly enhanced as afull species, adesignation
accepted by most scientists.

CSl congratulates one of our grantees, Luciana Méller of Brazil, for helping with this discovery.
Lucianais an example of exceptional Latin Americans offered graduate studies abroad. Sheiswith
the Marine Mammal Research Group at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia.

Tursiops aduncus. (from Papua New Guinea)

Estelle Myers classic, highly acclaimed film "OCEANIA - The Promise of
Tomorrow", explores the human dolphin connection from material gathered by
Estelle who spent years travelling the world connecting with what she calls "The
Human Dolphin Family".

OCEANIA, which looks at the past, the present and the future of the world of
dolphins and has set many people on the road to exploring their own dolphin
destinies, is available as a DVD from the International Dolphin Watch Mail Order
Shop.

K

The IDW mail order shop stocks a range of books and dolphin goodies.
To explorethe Shop - click the link



http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

NEWS

Whales Alive!
A publication of Cetacean Society | nternational

Editor: Brent S. Hall

CSl isan dl-volunteer, non-profit, tax-exempt conservation, education, and research organization
with representatives in over 25 countries. Our goal is the “optimum utilization of cetacean
resources,” as called for in the 1946 Treaty of the International Whaling Commission, through the
protection of viable habitat and the cessation of all killing and captive display of whales, dolphins,
and porpoises. We support and promote benign activities such as regul ated whale watching,
nonlethal and humane research, and widespread educational, environmental and observation
programs relating to free-roaming cetaceans internationally. Our ultimate objective is the global
acceptance of peaceful coexistence and mutual enrichment for both humans and cetaceans.

Cetacean Society International

P.O. Box 953, Georgetown, CT 06829 U.S.A.
Phone: 203-770-8615 Fax: 860-561-0187
E-Mail: rossiter@csiwhalesalive.org

Web: csiwhalesalive.org

CSl isamember of WhaleNet

President: William W. Rossiter
Vice-President: Brent S. Hall
Secretary: JessicalL. Dickens
Treasurer: Barbara Kilpatrick
Director Emeritus. Robbins Barstow

For CSl ‘Whales Alive’ Latest News visit: http://csiwhalesalive.or g/csi2009 01.pdf .

Natural Resourses Defence Council (NRDC) Press Release -
Environmental Coalition Reaches Agreement with Navy on
Mid-Frequency Sonar Lawsuit

Navy to follow environmental compliance schedule, release classified
information on sonar and fund resear ch to benefit marine mammals

LOS ANGELES (December 28, 2008) -- After years of litigation with the U.S. Navy over its
refusal to prepare environmental impact statements (EIS) for sonar training exercises, a settlement
announced Saturday commits the Navy to complete a schedule of full environmental reviews on
major training exercises around the world, according to the Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC). The settlement also requires disclosure of previously classified information regarding the
Navy's sonar use and commits the Navy to fund nearly $15 million in new marine mammal research
designated by NRDC and co-plaintiffs. The settlement resolves alawsuit filed in 2005, which
challenged the Navy's lack of environmental review prior to deploying mid-frequency active sonar
during training exercises carried out around the world. The Navy acknowledges that sonar can be
deadly to marine mammals, causing permanent injury and temporary deafness.


http://csiwhalesalive.org/csi2009_01.pdf

Other plaintiffs include the International Fund for Animal Welfare, Cetacean Society International,
League for Coastal Protection, Ocean Futures Society and Jean-Michel Cousteau. The settlement
does not address mitigation measures or training limitations at issue in winter v NRDC, recently
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Following is a statement by Joel Reynolds, senior attorney and director of
NRDC's marine mammal program:

"The Navy agrees that high-intensity military sonar can injure and kill whales, dolphins and other
marine life. This agreement commits the Navy for the first time to a program of environmental
review and public transparency in its sonar training in an effort to shield whales and other
vulnerable species from harmful underwater noise. In addition, it requires the Navy to fund
significant research for the benefit of marine mammals identified by NRDC and other organizations
committed to marine mammal protection. Finally, while it does not resolve disagreements with the
Navy over operational safeguards required to reduce sonar's risk to whales and other marine life, it
sets in place a process for negotiation between the Navy and this environmental coalition that we
hope will reduce the need for future litigation."

For further information visit;: http://www.nrdc.org/about!

Dolphin, whale playground found near East Timor

www.NZHerald.co.nz

by
Tara Ravens

Thousands of dolphins and whales have been sighted in the deep waters off East Timor, with
scientists hoping the migratory corridor will jJumpstart tourism in the tiny country.

The Australian Institute of Marine Science has conducted the country's first major boat-based
survey of cetaceansin ajoint project with the East Timor Government.

"The dolphins and small whales were literally jumping out of the water all around us, it was hard to
know which animal to photograph,” said researcher Jose Monteiro.

Scientists identified about 10 species of cetaceans, including blue whales, beaked whales, short-
finned pilot whales, melon-headed whales and six species of dolphins.

In one day alone, more than 1000 individualsin eight separate pods were spotted over a 50km
stretch of coast.

"Thisis among the highest level of cetacean abundance recorded,” said Professor Karen
Edyvane."We were amazed to see such an abundance, diversity and density."

Edyvane said the findings confirmed that the deep oceanic waters off East Timor - along the Wetar
and Ombai straits - were amajor migratory route for marine wildlife.

Celestino Barreto de Cunha, director of fisheries management within East Timor's Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, said the marine hotspot could hold the key to the developing nation's
tourism industry. "The Government recognises the enormous potential for marine ecotourism along
its coast and will proceed very carefully in the development of thisindustry."


http://www.nrdc.org/about/
http://www.NZHerald.co.nz

Killer whales join Taranaki line-up
Monday Jan 12, 2009, NZ Herald

A Taranki surfer got a close-up glimpse of an
orcawhen it swam by him at the Stent Road
surf break near Cape Egmont yesterday.

The orca- also known as akiller whale - was
accompanied by two smaller orca.

The black and white mammals are the largest
species of the oceanic dolphin family.

New Zealand orcas are the only known orca
group that eats stingrays as a staple food and it
Is not uncommon for them to come close to land in search of food. The orcas aso eat other food
such as fish, squid, dolphins, sharks and seals.

Dolphins saved us from shark, lifeguards say

Friday Jan 16, 2009, NZ Herald

By Ainsley Thomson

Veteran lifeguard Rob Howes says the dolphins protected his group from
the great white shark. Picture / John Stone

| A pod of dolphinsis being credited with saving a group of lifeguards from
| | acircling great white shark.

Lifeguard Rob Howes, his daughter Niccy, 15, Karina Cooper, 15, and
Helen Slade, 16, were swimming 100m out to sea at Ocean Beach, near
Whangarei, when seven bottlenose dol phins sped towards them and herded
them together.

"They were behaving really weird,” Mr Howes said, "turning tight circles
on us, and slapping the water with their tails.”

Mr Howes and Helen Slade had drifted about 20m away from the others when a dol phin swam
straight at them and dived a few metresin front of them.

"I turned in the water to see where it was going to come up, but instead | saw this great big grey fish
swim around me," said Mr Howes.

The veteran lifeguard said it was undoubtedly a 3m-long great white shark.

"It glided around in an arc and headed for the other two girls. My heart went into my mouth,
because one of them was my daughter. The dolphins were going ballistic.”

The 47-year-old said the dolphins herded the swimmers - who are all members of the Whangarei



Heads Surf Lifesaving Club - back together and circled protectively around them for another 40
minutes, fending off the shark.

"l swim with dolphins perhaps three or four times ayear here at this beach and | have never in six
years seen them behave like that."

Mr Howes decided not to tell the three girls a shark was sharing the water with them.

Lifeguard Matt Fleet was patrolling out from the surf beach in a rescue boat and saw the dolphins
unusual behaviour.

He dived out of the boat to join the group and also saw the great white.

Mr Fleet said the water was clear and he had a good view.

The encounter occurred on October 30, but Mr Howes has spoken publicly about it only this week.
"l sat on it for three weeks, purely because | did not know quite how to handle it.

The only reason he went public was "l didn't want anyone to get chomped [by the shark], so |
couldn't be accused of not having made people aware there was a shark out there".

Dr Rochelle Constantine, from the Auckland University School of Biological Science, said it was a
rare event, but she had heard of similar things happening overseas.

She said sharks were not normally athreat to New Zealand's bottlenose dolphins, but the dol phins
would attack them if they felt at risk.

"From my understanding of the behaviour of these dolphins they certainly were acting in away
which indicated the shark posed a threat to something. Dolphins are known for helping helpless
things. It is an altruistic response and bottlenose dolphins in particular are known for it."

Ingrid Visser, who has studied marine mammals for 14 years, said there had been reports from
around the world of dolphins protecting swimmers.

"The dolphins could have sensed the danger to the swimmers and taken action to protect them."

* Three orcas stranded themselves on Taiharuru beach, north of Whangarei, yesterday
morning. Ms Visser said they were refloated when the tide came in and were unhurt.
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CONSERVATION

Department of Conservation, New Zealand

The Department of Conservation is charged with conserving our natural and historic heritage for all
to enjoy now and in the future. In this section we look at some of the key conservation activities the
department undertakes to help achieve this goal including:

o working with threatened species to save them from extinction

e managing and controlling the wide range of threats to native species and their ecosystems -
from fire and oil spills through to possums, koi carp, stoats and weeds

e caring for our marine life by creating and managing marine reserves and coastal areas

e restoring damaged ecosystems through restoration projects and 'mainland islands

e looking after our historic buildings and sites such as old government buildings, former
mining settlements and pa sites on conservation land.

Marine conservation is an important task for the Department of Conservation. DOC is responsible

for:

marine reserves,

marine mammals such as dolphins, whales, sealions and fur seals,

administering the regulations for the whale and dol phin watching industry; and

the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement, which promotes the sustainable management of
the natural and physical resources of the foreshore, seabed, coastal water and airspace from
the high tide mark to the 12 nautical mile limit.

Marine Mammals

New Zealand has arich and diverse fauna of marine mammals. Almost half the world's cetaceans
(whales, porpoises and dolphins) have been reported in our waters. For example, endemic Hector's
dolphins (found nowhere else), rare beaked whales, New Zealand sealions (found only in our
southern waters), and the widely distributed New Zealand fur seals’/kekeno. Other seals that visit
our shores occasionally, such as the southern elephant seal/ihupuku and the leopard seal, are found
in larger numbers in Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters.

Threats

The populations of many species of large whales, (such as southern right whales and humpback
whales) and both our indigenous seals were reduced to near extinction by commercial whalers and
sealers of the past two centuries. Some are still threatened or endangered, and now face additional
threats from habitat degradation, global climate change, by-catch in fishing operations,
entanglement and accumulation of pollutantsin the oceans.

Dolphins

Different species of dolphins found around New Zealand Waters:
e Maui’sDolphin

Hector’s Dolphin

Killer Dolphins

Bottlenose Dol phins

Dusky Dolphins
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e Common Dolphins.

Learn about recent DOC work with Hector's and Maui's dolphins. View summaries of surveys and
sightings as well as information from the Hector's dol phin incident database on:

Wwith-hectors-and-mauis-dolphing/

Dolphinsin New Zealand Waters

Marine Life

Dancers of the ocean, dolphins have delighted us for centuries with their antics, and apparent
intelligence.

For many people, dolphins represent the quintessential free spirit. Thirteen different species of
dolphin are found around the New Zealand coast. The Mé&ori word for dolphins generally is aihe.

All marine mammals are fully protected in New Zealand waters under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act 1978, which the Department administers.

Fascinating Dolphin Facts

» Whales and dolphins are collectively called cetaceans, from the Greek ketos, awhale.

» A mother dolphin is often helped in looking after ayoung calf by an ‘auntie’ or ‘uncle’ dolphin.

* Dolphins are the fastest swimmers at sea, swimming at 20-22 knots for sustained periods.

« Common, bottlenose, dusky and hector’s dolphins all like to ride on the bow-waves of ships; they
can travel at the same speed as the ship for very little effort!

* Killer whales are actually the largest member of the dolphin family. Their name was originally
‘whale killer’— named by sailors who saw them hunt larger whales.

Dolphins and People

Dolphins have a special place in mythologies from many parts of the world as protectors and friends
of humans. Maori have a strong and ancient traditional relationship with marine mammals.

Several individual dolphins have become part of New Zealand’s folklore over the past 100 years.
From 1888-1912 Pelorus Jack—a Risso’s dol phin—guided ships from Wellington to Nelson. He was
the first dolphin anywhere in the world to have his own protective legidlation, enacted in 1904 when
someone from a passing steamer tried to shoot him.

For two summers during 1955 and 1956, a bottlenose dolphin nicknamed Opo (after the Northland

settlement of Opononi) played with children, allowing them to touch her and ride on her back. Opo
also got her own legidlation and a song was written about her.
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Moko the Mahia dolphin

'Moko', afemale dolphin that has been visiting the
coastline around the Mahia Peninsula since March
2007, has attracted attention from locals and visitors
who have been delighted by close encounters with
the animal.

Dolphins are wild animals

For people lucky enough to get close to dolphins, it
Is easy to be fooled by their sleek beauty and intelligence into thinking of them as pets rather than
wild animals.

Approaching these marine mammals as if they are domesticated animals is a mistake that holds
dangers for people and for dolphins. Following afew commonsense rules will result in a healthy
environment for the dol phins and rewarding experiences for people who enjoy their company.

How can you help Moko?

Swimmers:
Ensure that children are well supervised when in the water near Moko.

DO NOT:

e Try to handle Moko or any other dolphin.

e Surround the dolphin — always allow it to have an escape route where it can safely move to
deeper water.

e Attempt to ride or be towed by adolphin.

e |f you are approached by Moko when swimming, remain calm and let the dolphin make
contact with you if it wishes to. Do not attempt to control Moko by chasing or pulling on her
and when she chooses to leave, do not attempt to stop her.

Boaties:
The other magjor threat to dolphins that interact with peopleis boat strike. The Marine Mammal
Protection Regulations provide common sense rules for boaties to minimise the danger to dolphins.

General rulesto follow when boating near dolphins:
e Operate your boat slowly and quietly.
e Manoeuvre your boat sensitively near dolphins. Do not obstruct their path, cut through a
group or separate mothers from calves.
e Avoid sudden noises that could startle the animals.
e Keep the ocean clean by carefully disposing of any rubbish. Plastic waste can be particularly
hazardous when discarded near waterways or beaches.
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Dolphin facts
Moko the Mahia dolphin is a female bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncates).

Bottlenose dolphins earn their name from the shape of their short, stubby beak. Their lower jaw also
projects beyond the upper, giving them the appearance of wearing a permanent grin.

They are often seen along the East Coast, usually in groups of up to 30 animals.

Males are larger than females and can be as long as 4 metres and weigh up to 300 kg.
They have little or no sense of smell, but make up for it with a sharp sense of hearing. They have
excellent vision in and out of the water.

The brain of a bottlenose dolphinislarger than a human brain, but the area concerned with
intelligence is smaller. Their skin is smooth and feels sort of like an inner tube.

Bottlenose dolphins swim at speeds of about 5-11 kilometres, using their flippers to steer, and with
the help of their flukes, to stop.

All dolphins have to be conscious to breathe air but they also need to sleep. Bottlenoses let one half
of their brain sleep at atime so they can rest without drowning and can hold their breath for up to
20 minutes.

Bottlenose dolphins communicate in severa different ways. They squeak and whistle and use body
language — leaping as high as 5 metresin the air, snapping their jaws, slapping their tails on the
surface of the water and even butting heads. They have great flexibility because they have fewer
fused vertebrae in their necks than other dolphins.

Females give birth every 2 to 3 years, normally 1 calf after a pregnancy of 1 year. The calves are
usually born tail first so they don’t drown. When first born, its mother will whistleto it over and
over again until it can repeat her whistle. The calf can then always find its mother.

Bottlenoses will eat aimost any kind of fish. Their diets also include squid and small crustaceans
such as shrimp. They swallow their food whole and catch fish with 18-26 pairs of sharp cone-
shaped teeth on each side of their jaws.

It’simportant to remember that bottlenose dolphins can be unpredictable and aggressive - to each
other and to other animals, including humans. As wild animals please give them the respect they
deserve.

For further information visit:

http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation/nati ve-animal s/mari ne-mammal s/dol phins/bottlenose:

'dol phi n/you-can-hel p/moko-the-mahi a-dol phin/
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RESEARCH

DolphCom Solutions, Australia

DolphCom commences 1st ever compr ehensive scientific study of Short Beaked
Pacific Common Dolphins (Delphinus delphis)

This January DolphCom Solutions commenced the most comprehensive study of Pacific Common
dolphins ever undertaken! Their study will be facilitated by the Aquatic Marine Viewing
Experience designed to allow complete integrity for the dolphins while creating a perfect
opportunity to collect consistent data for peer re-viewable studies.

Andrew Parker, CEO of DolphCom Solutions and Los
Angeles Dolphin biologist / researcher & film maker Elise
Bailey will head the team collecting photo identification,
population distribution and migratory patterns and
movements. Joining with USA Miami research group
speakdolphin.com they will also include comprehensive
vocalization studies and the most important of all, faecal
samples will be collected to give a huge amount of dataasto
the diet and health of the common dolphins.

11/15/2008

Announcements are expected to be made soon naming the universities chosen to partner with this
very important study and their sponsors.

of Enchanted Earth Ocean Foundation (EEOF non profit 501(C)3, visithttp://www.eeof.org

EDUCATION

Dilo and the I sle of the Gods
by Hor ace Dobbs
[llustrated by Rico
“Cleverly educational and hugely entertaining”
DIVER magazine

Bernav‘a’mom
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Dolphin Book School Launch

Over forty children with special needs and their parents were in the
audience for the school launch of Dilo and the Isle of the Gods by
dolphin authority and best selling author Horace Dobbs.

“The launch, which included a talk on dolphins plus a captivating film,
was enjoyed as much by the staff and the parents as the students,”
said Phil Williamson, the Head of Hessle C of E Junior School.

Dr Dobbs, the Honorary Director of International Dol phin Watch and the author of Dolphin
Healing, who has researched the benefits that swimming with dolphins can have on children with
problems such as autism, was delighted with the audience response.

“It was further evidence that dolphin stories can capture the uplifting effect dolphin have on the
human spirit. And can bring dolphin joy to countless kids for whom swimming with dolphinsis an
impossible dream. Indeed, that was my main reason for writing the stories about Dilo — afriendly
wild dolphin —that are all based on my personal experiences with dolphinsin the open sea.”

Dilo and the Isle of the Gods is the sixth book in a series of adventure stories as seen through the
eyes of Dilo the dolphin.

The first book, Dilo and the Call of the Deep, tells of the birth and early experiences of the curious
and mischievous dolphin. In the second book Dilo makes Friends Dilo meets the Terrible Twins.
More adventures, excitement and sorrow follow in the next three books: Dilo and the Treasure
Hunters, Dilo and the Witch of Black Rock and Dilo in Lighthouse Bay.

In this latest book, Dilo and the Isle of the Gods, the dolphin parts company with his young human
friends and sets off for further escapadess with a sucker fish named Remawho he can’t shake off
and clings on to Dilo for an easy free ride. What Dilo’s passenger does not know isjust how crazy
Dilo can be, especially when the daring dolphin decides to join two humpback whales fishing
together with bubble nets.

All of the Dilo books are enticingly illustrated by marine artist and cartoonist Richard Oldfield,
known throughout the diving fraternity as Rico. Horace and Rico are long-term friends and have
had many hilarious moments diving and filming together. Their combined senses of humour
pervade the Dilo books.

It was knowing that dolphins have brains as large and complex as those of humans, and therefore
have a potential for intelligence as great as ours, that inspired Dr Dobbs, the former head of a
medical research team, to study dolphinsin their natural environment for the past thirty years.
During that time he has made many discoveries, given numerous radio and TV interviews, written
books and given presentations at schools and universities around the world.

Dilo and the Isle of the Gods is the first book Horace Dobbs has published that is available on the

Internet as a download by logging on towww.lulu.com/content/2713995.
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Those who would like copies of al of the Dilo books (price £7.50 each) signed by the author with
special dedications can obtain them from the International Dolphin Watch Shop™ click the link

NEW FEATURE

Dilo and the Isle of the Gods will be serialised - commencing
in the next issue of the Newsletter.

EDUCATION continues to be one of the main
missions of International Dolphin Watch. Dr Horace
Dobbs, the author of Dilo and the Isle of the Gods,
has always followed the principle advocated by
Professor Geoffrey Raismen FRS, one of Britain’s
top neuroscientists. Namely that the key to good
education isfirst to stimulate the imagination and
thereby create adesireto learn.

From the start Horace set about making his Dilo
books highly entertaining to capture his readers’
interests and stimulate their imaginations. By writing

them from Dilo’s point of view Horace cleverly gets his readers, young and old, to bond with the
mischievous dol phin on his adventures and escapades. By doing so they learn of the joy that these
delightful sea mammals can bring into human lives. Importantly, they also find out about some of
the threats and dangers that dolphins face. This in turn gets them thinking and caring, not just about
dolphins, but also their habitat — the open sea. By activating the minds of his readersin this way
there is agood chance that they will become conservationists.

In the books Horace introduces the notion that

Dilo has amission. But he keeps his readers

guessing asto just what that mission is. Well I,
asthe Editor, can let you into a secret. Dilo has
several missions. One of them is to make adults

and children alike aware of the beauty and

diversity of lifeinthe sea. A second isto make
everyone aware of the need for conservation in
order that our wonderful undersea heritage can

be experienced and enjoyed by future
generations.

Dilo and his companion Rema meet a giant

grouper they call Lord Marmaduke
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FATHER CHRISTMAS CAME EARLY TO ‘DOLPHIN’

A CHRISTMAS STORY by Horace Dobbs

A very light snow fell during the night of 11"
December 2008. This was followed by a freeze that
covered the countryside with sparkling hoar frost that
transformed our front garden, with its tall trees, into a
Christmas wonderland.

My first job early next morning before breakfast, and
still wearing my dressing gown and slippers, was to
trundle awheely bin down the drive. As| reached the
road a car drew up. A man got out carrying a parcel and
headed towards me smiling. | thought | should have
recognised him. But | didn’t. It wastoo early for a
commercial courier.

Who was he? | hovered in anticipation. It seemed the
parcel was destined for Dolphin. “It’s a bit early for
Father Christmas” | thought as he handed it to me. |
looked at the label. It was from Germany from The ==
Dilo Stern (Star in English) Shop. | recognised the =
name of the sender - Anita Scheerer. “I am a neighbour
of Anita,” said the mysterious Santa who was obviously
English. “I’m on my way to Preston,” he said. And

sped away.

The box was heavy. Knowing that Anita had been rushing to get the German edition of Dilo and the
Call of the Deep published in time for the Christmas market | assumed the box was full of books. But
I waswrong — well partially. | plonked it on the dining table and, watched expectantly by Wendy, |

opened it up. Thefirst layer consisted of two carefully wrapped bottles of premium German beer.

Digging down further | uncovered a candle, a glass candleholder and a wraparound with an intricate
cut-out of adolphin set in acora seathat would be silhouetted when the candle was alight. In another
carefully wrapped package were two exquisitely carved, thin wooden bookmarks also with dolphin
cutouts. | thought that was it. But | was wrong again. Buried beneath these goodies were ten copies of
Dilo unter der Ruf der Tiefe— the first of my series of books for children about a dolphin named

Dilo. The German book matched almost exactly the English version with its attractive bright orange
and red cover by my artist friend Rico. | danced aquick jig. In the back of each book was a postcard
announcing that the next book — Dilo makes Friends - will follow in afew monthstime. So it looks
like atrip to Germany is on the cards for 2009.

THANKS SANTA
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