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Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to
helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.
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| NTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN WATCH (1DW)

|S A GLOBAL FAMILY OF DOLPHIN LOVERS
HELPING DOLPHINS AND PEOPLE

In the past, members communicated viathe printed journal DOLPHIN.

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click of a

mouse.

Please feel free to pass this Newsdletter on to others. If they would like to be notified
when a new Newsdletter isissued, plus information on its contents, contact: Kris email

'mailito:idw@tak2t.comm



mailto:idw@talk21

CONTENTS

MESSAGE OF LOVE, SYMPATHY AND HOPE ..ottt bttt 3
PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH ..ottt £ bbbttt b bttt e bbbt e e 4
RODDINS BAI SLOW PRID ...ttt h et b e e e £ et e Rt e ae e bt bes4 e £ e s 2R e e Rt e b e ebesE e b e sEemeene e b e eaese et e se et eneeseeneseeaes 4
Bar stow Whale and Dolphin Films Now AcCeSSIDIE ON INEEIMNMEL ..o 4
INEWV'S ettt bbbt 4 b b h e h e 44 h b h 2R £ £ £ £ e b b e bR e £ A b E SR e R £ £ A £ £ e E b e R LR A £ £ R b bR ARt E £ bbb Rt et bbbt n et e 7
M or e than 200 dolphins have beached themselves on Manila Bay in the Philippines..........ccoviiiiinieineincescesereeseene 9
Crew cutsicefor dolphinsbut bid may have backfir€d: EXPErt ... s 9
Dolphins get nose for fishing With SPONGE L0 ..ottt nn b 11
Australian police probe Japanese Whaling ClAaIMS. ..ottt s e bbb 12
Iceland to alloOW WHhaling iN 2009.........coeireiririeieie ettt ettt b et e e eebe st s b et e b et s e e b et e b e s e e b e st e b et sbesesbebeseeb e e e b et saenenene 13
Volunteers, Scientists Guard ENdanger @0 WRNAIES...........ooe ettt st ettt sbe b b et e e e enesae b 13
RESEARCH ..ottt h bbbt £ 28 h b b1 e £ E e E e h £ £ £ 8 E e Eeh R £ e R R R R e e e bbb et R b bt 14
Do you want to SPEAK With dOIPNINS ..ottt e b st nn e nnen e 14
EDUCATION ..ottt bbb b8 b b b e b6 428 e b e b e h e 8 e £ 844 b b e H e R £ £ 48 e b b e b e At £ £ e b b e b b et e e e e b e b e b e b et e et e b ke b e b et e et e 15
Dil0 @Nd the IS8 OF TNE GOUS ......ceeeieeeiectee bbbt b et b bt e bt e b e e e st b e st s e bt e b et nb e e b e st nn b e e ebe e 15
INEW FEATURE ...ttt ettt et h et b e sae e et e s a e e e bt e s a s e ek e e e e bt e R e e e o b e e sh e e oAb e e eae e e b e naEe e seesaseebeenaneenneeenneenanenaneens 16
Science Study, year 2/3 (6-8years) Peria School, Northland New Zealand ..o 17
CHILDRENS COMPETITION ..ottt ettt b sttt s b eh e s bbbt n e b bbbttt e bbb b et et ne bbb es 19
Draw a Picture of Dilo 0r 0Ne Of Dil0?S frIBNAS. ... .ceieree ettt ettt be bt e e e e e e s b e eaeneas 19
DILO GOES TO GERMANY ..ottt sttt ss et b sttt s b b eh st 1e £ h b s £ 61218 h b8 22 e e E bbb et et e e bbbttt e e e bbb bt ae e e enas 19
CONSERVATION ...ttt b b £ £ b b b8t £ 44 b e b2 b e R £ £ 1 £ £ e b b e b e R £ e £ b e b e b e R £ £ £ e bbb e bt s e et e b b e b e b et et e bbbt e s 21
Posted on behalf of Elsa Nature CONSErVANCY - JAPAN: .....c.cceirriireirerereeesree st srese et se e ss et se s ss s e e s e n e snesennerenens 21
Irawaddy Dolphinsat Chilika Lake, Orissa, INAI@ ........cccoiiiiiiiieceeise sttt sesbesseste s e e enenseenens 22
New Bahamas Reserve Protects Marine Life From DeVelOpPmMENT . ..ot 24
OPERATION SUNSHINE ...ttt bbbttt e e bt h £t e bbbt e b bbbt b e b bbbtttk es 26
Bimini DOIPNIN FUN TN TN SUN ...ttt a e bbb e e et e s e e ae e b e e b e se e b e e e s e e ne e R e ebesbe e b e e e e e e nreeaenean 26
Retreatsin Bimini with Wildquest, Human-Dolphin CONNECLION...........ooiiiiiiiirese e 29
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR ..ottt sttt ettt eb et sb et s et e e 4 b b s ea 612 e e s b b8 8 e £ £ e b b e b e b et e s £ e b bbb et e e e bbb e bt et ss e e 29



MESSAGE OF LOVE, SYMPATHY AND HOPE

| love Australia. And | have innumerable Australian friends. Like the rest of the world | was
horrified when | saw the newsreel pictures of the death and destruction caused by the fires that
ravaged south Australia earlier this month. The grief and heart ache felt by those who had lost their
homes and worse still their loved ones touched me deeply.

| have witnessed hundreds of people come through trauma and tragedy by watching and swimming
with dolphins. It is still amystery how or why dol phins have such a powerful, beneficial effect on
us humans. Whatever it is, it’sreal and it works.

Thereisabountiful population of dolphins swimming freely around the coast of Australia. So |
suggest that those who can do so join agroup led by aresponsible skipper and have the experience
of just being amongst dolphins.

| have studied patientsin clinical depression unashamedly laugh, cry and hug a stranger after a
dolphin encounter. When doing so they released negative emotions they kept locked inside
themselves. Thereby gaining the relief necessary to come through a traumatic and/or grieving
experience.

Nature has the answer for most of our problemsif only we can find it and recreate it with
technology. It is often in surprising places. For instance the green/blue mould that grows on bread
and cheese is penicillium from which penicillin is obtained

| have recorded sensitive people become tearful during a virtual dolphin experience — by watching a
dolphin film for instance. Another is listening to the Dolphin Dreamtime. Which shows that we can
indeed capture and recreate the healing essence of our cousins in the sea— the dolphins.

So | send my love and sympathy to those who have been affected emotionally, directly and indirectly, by the
bush fires with the hope that in some way or other, you can touch into the healing essence of dolphins. It
certainly won’t do any harm. And it could help you along the road of grief and sorrow to a place of inner
calm and peace.

Dr Horace Dobbs
England 14 February 2009

You can read more about Horace's love affair with Australia in the next Newsletter
(March 2009).



PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

Robbins Barstow PhD

Dr. Robbins Barstow, 89, received his Ph.D. in Educational
Administration from the University of Connecticut’s School
of Education in 1967, while serving as Director of
Professional Development for the Connecticut Education
Association.

In 1974, he co-founded, with Bloomfield folk singer and
chantey man Donald Sineti, the all-volunteer, educational,
research and conservation Cetacean Society International
(CSl). Dr. Barstow was instrumental in having the sperm
whale designated as Connecticut’s official state animal in
1975, to serve as a symbol of conservation and a
springboard for education. He coordinated the volunteer
construction in 1976 of “Conny,” the life-size, 60-foot,
ferro-cement model of a male sperm whale on the grounds
of the Children’s Museum in West Hartford.

Now CSI Director Emeritus, Dr. Barstow has been actively involved for more than athird of a
century in the whal e protection movement, on local, state, national, and international levels. He
attended numerous annual meetings of the International Whaling Commission, four timesas a
member of the United States delegation. He lives with Meg, hiswife of 66 years, in Wethersfield,
Connecticut, USA, a suburb of the state's capital, Hartford.

Barstow Whale and Dolphin Films
Now Accessible on Internet

By Robbins Bar stow

The personal friendship of my wife Meg and me with Horace Dobbs goes back at least to October
24, 1983, when Horace spoke at a meeting of the then Connecticut Cetacean Society, in West
Hartford, Connecticut. The headline in our "Connecticut Whale" Newsletter that month read:
"British Author Horace Dobbs to Give Dolphin Talk October 24." That was the occasion, 25 years
ago, when he "climbed inside Conny before giving a presentation to the CSl," as he described it in a
2006 Email to William Rossiter, the current president of the now Cetacean Society International.
(Conny isalife-size, 20-meter long, ferro-cement model of a male sperm whale, built in 1976 by
hundreds of volunteers on the grounds of the Children's Museum in West Hartford, to serveas a
symbol of conservation and a springboard for education.) Five years later, in May of 1988, Horace,
Bill, Meg, and | were together again at an International Dolphin and Whale Conference at
Nambucca Heads in Australia

| have now reached the age of 89, and | am so grateful to still be able to remain active as Director
Emeritus of the Cetacean Society, which was co-founded back in 1974 by folk-singer Donald Sineti
and me. Inthe 18 years during which | served as Executive Director of the Cetacean Society, |
participated in many of the annual meetings of the International Whaling Commission, four times as
amember of the United States delegation. | also helped organize and coordinated, in June 1983, at



Boston, Massachusetts, the famous "Whales Alive" Global Conference on the Non-Consumptive
Utilization of Cetacean Resources. Thisfirst international gathering of its kind contributed
significantly to the phenomenal growth of worldwide whale watching and the extension of the kind
of benign human-cetacean interrelationships which International Dol phin Watch has so long
pioneered in, under the leadership and inspiration of Dr. Horace Dobbs.

In addition to my professional career as an educator in Connecticut, and the social activism which |
have shared throughout my life with my wife Meg and our three children, | have also been alife-
long amateur filmmaker, enjoying having produced, over seven decades, from the 1930's to the
1990's, a large number of family home movies, global travel adventure films and whale and dolphin
documentaries. Recently, adozen of my films were accepted by the United States Library of
Congress as the "Raobbins Barstow 20th Century Family Home Movie Collection,” to be saved for
future generations. And on December 30, 2008, the Librarian of Congress, Dr. James Billington,
announced that one of my amateur films, "Disneyland Dream," about a family trip to Disneyland in
1956, had been named to the National Film Registry as one of 25 films selected in 2008, most of
them famous Hollywood features, to be among the 500 "culturally, historically, or aesthetically
significant” films now registered to be "preserved for al time."

But what | most want to let the "Friends of IDW" Newsletter readers know about is that just during
the past year | have been able to have uploaded to the internet 16 of my amateur film productions,
including 7 programs relating to whales and dolphins. These selections (which also include
"Disneyland Dream") are now accessible for free viewing, by anyone, anywhere in the world, with
access to the Internet. They may be called up by going to the web site

will bring up alisting of 16 different films, any one of which can be clicked on and played. They
include the following, which IDW members may be particularly interested in:

The Building of "CONNY": Life Size Sperm Whale Model (1976)

Newfoundland Whalewatching: The Humpbacks of Trinity Bay (1980)

Whale watching Adventures in Baja California (1986)

The Quest for the Great Sperm Whale (1991)

Heidelberg and Whales, with Folksinger Don Sineti (1992)

The International Whaling Commission: Two Historic Meetings (1993 & 1994)

Eyewitness to Extinction: The Chinese River Dol phin (2006)

Dear Robbins

| am absolutely delighted to hear that you are still active and
that your films, which are part of the history and heritage of the
whale and dolphin movement, are now universally available via

| would be happy to receive
comments by Email from any

IDW member_s who may watch the wonders of the Internet.
any of these films, or to have them
write brief reviews on the | nternet I still vividly recall my visit to the Conneticut Cetacean Society in

1983, the warmth of the reception | received, the songs and

"= . m—————— Fmr===m= exploring the inside of Conny - the hollow, life size, concrete
http://www.archive.org/index.php. m(fdel 0? a sperm whale. g

My email addressis: Horace Dobbs

'mailto: RobbinsB @aol.conj
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Cetacean Society | nternational Celebrated Conny’s 30" Birthday in July 2006

Under Conny's head, CSl's Director Emeritus Robbins Barstow's wife Meg was telling the crowd:
"Imagine me, climbing all over thiswhale, putting in 15 tons of cement with hundreds of
volunteers".

For three decades Conny has shown visitors to the Children's Museum in West Hartford,
Connecticut, just how big and magical a sperm whale redlly is, and prompted many to seek waysto
help al whales. Recently refurbished by CSI, he will continue to be afamous landmark working for
whales for many more decades. The large, tent-like structure on top of Conny's broad back in the
photo was a celebratory birthday hat.
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Dear friend,

Last Stand for the Whales!

I'am writing with some shocking news. Details have just emerged confirming our worst fears — that
there is a covert plan to lift the existing international ban on commercial whaling this year!

In secret talks between the United States and Japan a
‘compromise ‘package’ has been prepared that would allow Japan
to resume commercial whaling in its coastal waters in exchange for
merely a reduction in the hundreds of whales Japan kills for so-
called ‘research’ in Antarctica each year.

Ongoing talks over the future of the International Whaling
Commission (IWC) appeared to be heading for a predictable
stalemate. However, under the Chairmanship of the United States,
a number of secret meetings have taken place and a “package” has
now emerged that would end the commercial whaling ban.

The new deal. favoured by the US, will be-discussed again at a
special IWC intercessional meeting in Rome March 6-9th, before
being presented to the IWC’s annual meeting in Madeira this June.
Campaign Whale is sending a lobbying delegation to Rome,
determined to stop this latest threat to the whaling ban.

Campaign Whale has successfully fought several compromise proposals that would have ended
the commercial whaling ban over the past fifteen years, but none as serious as this.

What makes this situation so alarming is that the new plan is a direct result of secret bilateral talks between
IWC Chair Bill Hogarth of the United States, and Japanese officials. In the past, the US has steadfastly
opposed commercial whaling and has domestic laws to enforce the whaling ban with powerful economic and
political sanctions. It was these sanctions that forced Japan to stop commercial whaling in 1986, only to
switch to ‘scientific’ whaling thereafter. Unfortunately, under former President Bush, US policy on whaling has
been weakened to the point that a whaling deal is now possible.

Supporters of a compromise deal maintain that whaling is 'out of control’ and that
such a deal ‘'would reduce the numbers of whales killed'. But Campaign Whale
does not accept this argument. Any deal would see the rebirth of an industry we
have fought for over thirty years to end. It would mean countless thousands more
whales killed with no hope of ever ending this cruel, outdated and unnecessary
industry.

PO Box 2673, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 5BZ

Tel/lFax: 01273 471403 email: info@ paign-whale.org b-site: www. ign-whale.org
Campaign Whale is a non-profit organisation dedicated to protecting whales, dolphins and their habitats
Registered Company No: 3469795




Save the Whales President Obama !

It is not too late! President Barack Obama can and must be persuaded to change the US negotiating position and
reject any compromise deals begun before he came to office. Please contact the US Embassy and/or President
Obama directly, preferably both, asking that he reverses US whaling policy and:

e Reaffirms the US Government's opposition to commercial whaling

» Rejects any compromise packages, including creating any new category of whaling, that would lift or undermine
the IWC’s whaling moratorium

s Uses US political and economic strength to take the lead in negotiating with the whaling nations to finally end
commercial whaling

» Presses for the reformation of the IWC to create a modern conservation organisation dedicated to the global
protection of whales.

TAKE ACTION: Please write, telephone, email or preferably all three!
Please ask your friends, family and workmates to help too. The contact details are:

President Barack Obama US Ambassador Mr. Robert Holmes Tuttle
The White House 24 Grosvenor Square

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW London

Washington, DC 20500 W1A 1AE

White House public comment line: 001-202-456-1111 Phone number: 020 7499 9000

Send an email message to: www.whitehouse.gov/contact Email: ESTLondon@state.gov

L

Yours sincerely,

Andy Ottaway
Campaigns Director

[ 1Yes, | would like to help Campaign Whale make a last stand for the whales. [ ] | have contacted President Obama.

[ 1!enclose a cheque made payable to ‘Campaign Whale’ for £10[ ]£15[ 1£25[ ]£50[ ]Other[ [£
(please tick appropriate boxes) to help Campaign Whale get to the critical IWC intercessional meeting in Rome.

Name:

Address:

Postcode Email:

Please add a stamp and return this coupon with your donation in the envelope provided. Thank you!

For further detailsvisit: http://www.campaign-whale.or g/
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More than 200 dolphins have beached themselves on Manila
Bay in the Philippines

From correspondentsin Manila

Daily Telegraph
10" February, 2009

Residents saw huge pods of dolphins near the towns of Pilar and Abucay on the Bataan peninsula
west of Manila.

Bataan governor Enrique Garcia said at |least three had died.

"Thisisan unusua phenomenon," Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources director Malcolm
Sarmiento told local radio, estimating the number of dolphins at "more than 200".

He said they could be reacting to a "heat wave or disturbance at sed" such as a possible major
underwater earthquake.

Since they are mammalss, the dol phins have ears that are sensitive to large changes in pressure
underwater, he said.

"If their eardrums are damaged they become disorientated and they float up to the surface,” he said.

Mr Sarmiento said authorities first concern was to keep the dolphins alive, and experts were being
summoned to the area to help.

He said smaller pods of dolphins numbering "in the tens and twenties" had beached themselves

elsewhere in the Philippines previoudly, but this was the first time so many had done so at the same
time and place.

Crew cuts ice for dolphins but bid may have backfired:

expert
CBC News, February 20, 2009 8 = = 5 et Tﬁ:f_
Two local residentsapproachoneof = = =

the dolphinsthat had been strandedin = = e S S e
ice near Seal Cove, in = eoas ——
Newfoundland's White Bay. (Courtesy e
of Norma Miller) -

Distressed by the sufferingof agroup ==~
of trapped dolphins, menin asmall e e _ -
Newfoundland outport took matters S i S
into their own hands on Thursday and cut a path through iceina bay

The crew claims three dolphins — five of the mammals had been seen earlier thisweek in a small
patch of open water near Seal Cove, White Bay, on the island's northeast coast — made it out safely
to another area. The four men and a teenage boy counted four dolphins in the water when they

started their effort, which involved towing one of the creatures with rope.




y - -
"_"er

- a1

- iy

This montage of photos boan Borden shows the attempt of

" five Seal Cove residents to rescue ice-stranded dolphinsin

their community. (Courtesy of Joan Borden)

However, awhale rescue expert said the well-meaning effort

' may have actually endangered the dolphins, whose plight

attracted international media attention this week.
"The people who went out in the boat thought they were
doing good for the animals,” said Wayne Ledwell, who
arrived in Seal Cove on Thursday, but too late to prevent the
crew from cutting through the ice.
"But, in actual fact, they may have hurried their demise.”
Ledwell, who watched the rescue unfold from the shore with
binoculars, said dolphins are usually frightened by motors.
He said some of them scattered when the crew's motorboat
approached the scene, and likely died after they swam away
to an area under heavy ice.
Ledwell said he wished that the fishermen had waited. Apart
from hoping that the wind would disperse the ice, he had
been working with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
on alonger-term solution that would crack open theice
farther away in the bay, but without harming the dolphins.
Needed to take action
But Roger Gavin said he and other fishermen needed to take
action immediately.
"They were beat right to death. They were exhausted," he
said. "They [look] better now — they were out swimming
around.”
Using a small motorboat, the fishermen towed one dolphin
with rope out to awider patch of open water, albeit one

which is still surrounded by ice.

Fisherman Melvin Rice said two more dol phins made it out
on their own, although afourth likely died.

Rice and his friends have no experience at this, but he said
someone had to stop the animals' suffering. Residentsin the
area, and others who heard about the story through the
media, had been calling on the Canadian Coast Guard to

“* break theicein the bay.

"Nighttime, they'd been crying and everything,” Rice told
CBC News.

"It'd be nice to try to get them out.”

Federal fisheries officials had been reluctant to use an
icebreaker, arguing that the action of cutting through theice

woul d actual ly have enclosed the small open area where the dol phins — which require accessto air

in order to survive — had been trapped.

Ledwell told CBC News that the dolphin that had been towed appeared to be in shock late
Thursday. However, onlooker Lydia Banks said the local crewmen are heroes.

"Everybody was sitting around saying, 'OK, somebody go save'em,' " she said.

"Then when they got out there, everybody was saying they should've left them alone.”

Residents in the area are hoping that a change in the wind on Friday will clear away ice leading to

the open ocean.
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Dolphins get nose for fishing with sponge tool

By Chris Gourlay
The Sunday Times
January 4, 200

DOLPHINS have developed tools to help
them hunt for food, according to new
research, which suggests the mammals
could be even smarter than previously
thought.

Bottlenose dol phins from an extended e L st

family in Australia’s Shark Bay have taken to protecting their noses W|th pieces of sponge when
foraging for fish on the abrasive sea bed.

Scientists at Georgetown University in Washington DC believe a single dolphin discovered the
foraging technigue by chance and then passed it on to her offspring. Its use has had a marked
impact on the dolphins’ hunting and social behaviour as the animals deploying the sponge tool
spend more time alone, rummaging through sand.

While several animals use tools by instinct — such as birds that cover themselves with leaves for
camouflage — the US scientists say discovering a new tool isadirect sign of intelligence.

“There’sastrong link between animals with larger brains and tool users,” said Janet Mann, a
marine biologist who led the research. “Bottlenose dol phins have a brain second in size only to
humans.

“Dolphins are already good at catching fish so they don’t need tools, but they’ve discovered this
sponge makes their job easier. Working out how to usetoolsin a creative way like that is a hallmark
of intelligence.” The foraging technique came to light a few decades ago — very recently in
evolutionary terms — when alocal fisherman spotted what looked like a strange tumour on a
dolphin’s nose.

Researchers eventually worked out that the “tumour” was a conically shaped sponge and it became
apparent that the dol phins would spend considerable time searching for one the right shape to fit
their nose.

The sponge is used to scatter the sand gently on the sea floor and disturb buried fish. When afishis
spotted, the dolphin drops the sponge and gives chase.

Scientists discovered that although dolphins tried to teach the hunting technique to all their young,
it was mainly female offspring that grasped the concept. Those males that use sponges for hunting
do so discreetly and avoid other male dolphins.

Mann admits we still do not understand dolphinswell. “It’s hard to get inside their heads because
their brains are constructed differently and it’s very hard to analyse their language, but they do seem
very intelligent,” she said.

“Dolphins are able to recognise themselves in mirrors and have complex societies and
personalities,” she added. “Most people agree that processing socia information places a high
demand on the brain. However, manipulating a sponge requires a lot less brainpower than
manipulating a person.”
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Sea sense
e Dolphinsdisplay self-awareness and are able to recognise themselves in mirrors
e They can interpret television images and copy human actions
e Their echo-location system is better than the most advanced military sonar systems

Australian police probe Japanese whaling claims

SYDNEY (AFP)

21% February 2009

Australian police have boarded a militant anti-whaling
ship involved in a high-seas clash with Japanese
whalers and seized its logbooks and other material,
according to the ship's captain.

Skipper Paul Watson said officers armed with warrants
met his ship, the Steve Irwin, when it docked in the
southern city of Hobart late Friday.

They advised him they were authorised to seize video o

and audio recordings, photographs, notes, log books,

GPS records and other navigational information, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society said in a
Statement.

Australian police told AFP they had launched an investigation at the request of the Japanese
authorities, who this year complained after activists hurled bottles of rancid butter at the whalers
and tried to board the ship.

However, they declined to say whether the investigation related to a specific incident.

"Asaresult of aformal referral from the Japanese authorities the AFP (Australian Federal Police) is
currently undertaking preliminary enquiries into the events that allegedly occurred in the Southern
Ocean," aspokeswoman said. She declined to comment on whether police boarded the ship or
removed items.

Japan, which says whaling is part of its culture, hunts up to 850 whales each year in the Antarctic
Ocean despite strong objections from political allies Australiaand New Zealand.

But for the previous two seasons its catch was curbed largely because of harassment by
environmentalists.

Watson said Tokyo was applying acute diplomatic pressure to prevent the Sea Shepherd crew
showing footage taken during this year's whale hunt to the general public. "It'savery one-sided
affair,” hesaid. "The Japanese ships have not been boarded by the Australian Federal Police; they
have not had their video and navigational data confiscated. They have not been questioned nor will
they be, yet they violently attacked my ship and crew in the Southern Ocean.” Watson called off
his pursuit of the whalers earlier this month, saying the escalating conflict was becoming too
dangerous and could result in death.
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Japan kills whales using aloophole in a 1986 international moratorium on commercial whaling that
allows "lethal research” on the mammal's, and makes no secret of the fact that the animals meat is
then served as food.

Iceland to allow whaling in 2009

Reuters UK

Wed Feb 18, 2009
REYKJAVIK (Reuters) - Iceland's interim government said on Wednesday it would alow whale
hunting to go ahead this year but |eft in doubt whether the practice would be allowed to continue
beyond 2009.

Fishermen will be allowed to catch 100 minke whales and 150 fin whales during 2009, a decision
that will upset environmental groups and many in the international community.

Fisheries Minister Steingrimur Sigfusson said hunters should not take it for granted that whaling
would be permitted over the following four years, as proposed by the previous government.

The decision to resume whaling was taken despite international pressure and a promise by the new
government of Prime Minister Johanna Sigurdardottir to review a decision by the previous
administration to set new five-year quotas.

The United States, Germany, Britain, France, Finland and Sweden have called on Sigurdardottir to
drop the whaling plans.

An international moratorium on whaling has been in force since 1986.
Iceland ended a 20-year ban on commercial whaling in August 2006, issuing quotas that ran

through August 2007. After atemporary halt the country resumed whaling in May last year, despite
protests by environmentalists.

(Reporting by Omar R. Valdimarsson via Stockholm newsroom; editing by Tim Pearce)
Volunteers, Scientists Guard Endangered Whales

FLAGLER BEACH, Florida (CNN)

Glenn Wood and several other retirees lean on awood rail on
the second story balcony of the Golden Lion Café -- a
beachside pub and restaurant in northern Florida.

Glenn Wood, 68, has been searching for right whales for five
years as a volunteer.

It's8 am., so no one's here for French fries or beer-battered :
fish. Asthe group gazes out into the ocean sunrise, they're scanning for North Atlantlc right whales.
Wearing whale earrings, a flipper necklace and a blue windbreaker that says "Whale Watch Survey
Team" on the back, Wood says she's been coming to this spot -- the highest lookout point in the
area -- to search for whales once aweek for at least five years.
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Each new calf the group spots gives her hope that the right whale -- a highly endangered and often-
overlooked species -- will recover.

"Slowly, slowly they must be growing” in numbers, said Wood, 68. "I do feel like we're helping
this. We're hopeful ."

And for once, scientists say they share Wood's optimism.

At least 32 new right whale calves -- more than ever recorded -- have been observed this season off
the coasts of Georgia and Florida, where the whales migrate to give birth between late November
and March. Only about 400 members of the species exist, and the massive mammal is thought to be
the most endangered of all the large whales.

For further information visit:

'hittp://edition.cnn.com/2009/ T ECH/science/02/19/savina.right. whal es/ 2 ref=mpstoryview

RESEARCH

Do you want to SPEAK with dolphins

By Andrew Parker
DolphCom Solutions

Songs From The Sea:
Deciphering Dolphin Language with Picture Words

In an important breakthrough in deciphering dolphin language, researchers in
Great Britain and the United States have imaged the high definition imprints that
a dolphin sounds makes in water, for the first time.

The key to this new technique is the CymaScope, the brain child of British acoustic pioneer, John
Stuart Reid. The instrument reveals detailed structures within sounds allowing their architecture to
be studied pictorially. Using high definition audio recordings of dolphins, the research team, headed
by Reid and Florida-based dolphin researcher, Jack Kassewitz, has been able to image, for the first
time, the imprint that a dolphin sound makes in water. The resulting “CymaGlyphs,” as they have
been named, are reproducible patterns that are expected to form the basis of alexicon of dolphin
language, each pattern representing a dol phin ‘picture word.’

For the full article visit: http://www.dol phcom.com.au/news/.
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EDUCATION

EDUCATION continues to be one of the main missions of International Dolphin Watch.

Dr Horace Dobbs, the author of Dilo and the I1sle of the Gods, has always followed the principle
advocated by Professor Geoffrey Raismen FRS, one of Britain’s top neuroscientists. Namely that
the key to good education is first to stimulate the imagination and thereby create a desire to learn.

From the start, Horace set about making his Dilo books highly entertaining to capture his readers’
interests and stimulate their imaginations. By writing them from Dilo’s point of view, Horace
cleverly gets his readers, young and old, to bond with the mischievous dolphin on his adventures
and escapades. By doing so they learn of the joy that these delightful sea mammals can bring into
human lives. Importantly, they also find out about some of the threats and dangers that dol phins
face. Thisin turn gets them thinking and caring, not just about dolphins, but also their habitat — the
open sea. By activating the minds of hisreadersin thisway there is agood chance that they will
become conservationists.

In the books, Horace introduces the notion that Dilo has a mission. But he keeps his readers
guessing asto just what that mission is. Well I, as the Editor, can let you into a secret. Dilo has
several missions. One of them is to make adults and children alike aware of the beauty and diversity
of lifein the sea. A second isto make everyone aware of the need for conservation in order that our
wonderful undersea heritage can be experienced and enjoyed by future generations.

Dilo and the Isle of the Gods

Thelatest book in the Dilo Series by Horace Dobbs

Description:

Dilo and the Isle of the Gods is the latest in the series
of books by Horace Dobbs about a mischievous and
adventurous dolphin. Dilo sets out for a meeting with a
turtle at a beautiful but dangerousisland. Powerful
gods live there causing volcanoes to erupt. Dilois
accompanied by an unwanted passenger - aremora or
suckerfish, that attaches itself to Dilo and travels with
him wherever he goes. On the way to the island they
meet many creatures including a humpback whale,
sealions and an incredible whale shark. After the turtle
lays her eggs on the Isle of the Gods she gets into
mortal danger. Can Dilo save her? An accomplished
diver and photographer and founder of International
Dolphin Watch, Horace Dobbs describes the ocean and
its inhabitants accurately and with humour, making his
books both highly entertaining and effortlessly
educational. All the Dilo books can be enjoyed in their
own right or as part of a series.

ISBN: 9780 9541 72138
Star Books, 10 Melton Road, North Ferriby, East Y orkshire, HU14 3ET, England
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NEW FEATURE

The text of Dilo and the Isle of the Gods will be serialised — unabridged
and without illustrations - commencing in this issue of the Newsletter.

1. High jump

DILO THE DOLPHIN WAS FEELING
RESTLESS.

“| haven’t had an adventure, a proper adventure,
for ages,” he said to himself.

The dolphin looked around. There was blue
everywhere. The sun hung in a cloudless sky.
Shafts of sunlight beamed down. They faded into
the dark blue depths. Dilo hovered in the still
water and listened. All was silent.

The dolphin turned on his magic sound. No
echo came back. It picked out nothing.

“l know what | can do,” said Dilo continuing
to talk to himself. ““I will see how high | can
jump.”

The dolphin drifted to the surface, took three

face the surface.

“Right,” said Dilo to himself. “Here goes.”
Like a sprinter leaving the starting blocks Dilo
accel erated upwards. The world around him soon
became lighter. He saw the sun sitting on the
surface of the sea. Shafts of light flashed around
it. The dolphin headed straight for the disc of
dancing light. To Dilo it seemed asif it was
rushing towards him. Then he hit it.

Splintering the surface of the sea the dolphin
soared into the heavens. The water cascading
from his body fell back into the sealike a
sparkling waterfall. Higher and higher he rose.
Then, like a spent rocket, Dilo slowed. For a
speck of time he hovered stationary in the sky,
his head pointing at the sun. Then he let himself
fall, tail first into the sea. Dilo sank quickly.
Before he came to a stop the dolphin flexed his
body and flicked histail furiously. In an instant
he was soaring upwards again. He burst through

tail. It hit the seawith an ailmighty crack — asloud
as agunshot. Water flew into the air like a giant
fountain. It showered back onto the surface. Then
all was quiet.

Finning gently Dilo cruised beneath the sea. He
glided upwards towards the now flat surface.
Slowly the top of his head emerged from the
water. Like adark dome it glistened in the
sunlight. With agreat “pphtt” the dolphin took a
deep breath.

Dilo was excited. He had jumped higher than
he had ever done before.

He wished he could tell someone. But there
was no one. He most wanted to tell his mother. It
was she who had taught him how to jump. It was
she who had taught him how to use his magic
sound which humans called sonar. It was she who
had taught him how to crack the surface with his
tail so that it frightened the fish and made them
easier to catch.

Life with his mother was always full of fun and
games. Indeed they were having a game when she
was caught in the fishing net that killed her. Dilo
thought about his mother. He remembered how the
ghosts of her dead friends had arrived to take her
soul into the next world. Dilo wanted to go with
her. But they told him it was too soon. They said
he had a mission. Dilo asked what his mission
was. The ghost dolphins told him he wouldn’t find
out until he was on hisjourney through life. To
show he had amission Dilo had a star on his
dorsal fin. It ia star. Dilo’s star could

CHAPTER 2 — will bein the March Issue of the

Friends of IDW Newsletter. An electronic copy of the
complete book can be downloaded from
ihitp://wwwy.]ul u.com/content/2 713995

and a hard copy of Dilo and the I de of the Gods can

be ordered through



http://www.lulu.com/content/2713995
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html

Science Study, year 2/3 (6-8years) Peria School,
Northland New Zealand

http://www.peria.school.nz/skoolyard.html
Poem comprised and written by these children

The Mangroves
Where the river meets the sea
A place we call the estuary
Along the shores the mangroves grow
And through it all the river flows
To the sea

We went down from Room 2 L]
A mangrove study there to do
Aswe walked the crabs all did
Into their holds wherein they hid
All aong that muddy shore
Scurried, hurried

While all the time theriver flowed
To the sea

Theriver flows forever more
Tothe sea

The one thing that we can’t ignore
Aswe walk aong the shore

It all dependson me and you

What we think and what we do

If they stay forever more

If the river flows between the shores
Tothe sea

Please take care of air and sea
Please keep it here for you and me
We want to walk, explore the sea

See mangroves roots, pneumataphor.
But some folks disobey the law:
‘Please don’t pollute!” they just ignore
Go to the tip? That’s just a bore!
They throw their rubbish on the shore!

The road along the river bank
Engineers we have to thank!
Bridges made to cross the sea,
Access there for you and me.
Carsroar by with their pollution
Tell me please of the solution
How water can run pure and free
Tothe sea
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