
International Dolphin Watch (IDW)  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to helping dolphins since 

it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.        

                                                                                                                                                       

  

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 
1st August 2007                 

Congratulations

 

to Editor Jackie Connell on the 
first anniversary issue of her baby: 

the IDW Newsletter. 

When International dolphin Watch (IDW) 
switched from its printed magazine format 
DOLPHIN to sending out news electronically, 
we had little idea of how it would work out. 
But thanks to the indefatigable efforts of 
Jackie Connell and her husband Terry, it has 
exceeded all expectations. The two of them 
even managed to put Newsletters together 
when they were on holiday in Hawaii, New 
Zealand and Australia. 

 Via the wonders of the Internet IDW s world 
wide family of dolphin lovers now has a 
proven forum in which they can share their 
stories, hopes, ideals and aspirations more 
quickly and fully than ever before.   

All this would not have been possible of 
course without financial support in the form of 
donations, especially from those who have 
registered as Friends of IDW.  

To all of you I send my most sincere thanks.  

 

Dr  Horace Dobbs 
Honorary Director  
International Dolphin Watch 

   
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

         

     £1,000 Award

  

for the des

 

ign of a portable dome 

 

inside which children can have a 

 

simulated

 

 dolphin experience

   

Photo by David Simpson
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CONSERVATION  

  

Dear IDW  

Ocean Conservancy is writing you today with great news 
for right whales and other endangered large whales in the 
Atlantic Ocean. As part of our concerted effort to save 
these majestic animals, Ocean Conservancy recently sued 
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to end its 
years-long delay of a fishing gear entanglement rule. 
Today, we are pleased to inform you that we have won a 
settlement requiring NMFS to publish its ruling by October 

1st. (Read our Press Release on http://www.oceanconservancy.org/)  

We could not have succeeded without you and we want to take a moment to thank you 
sincerely for your support in signing our petition that urged NMFS to implement 
these life-saving measures.  

The entanglement rule had been delayed for several years despite the urgent need for 
protections along the entire Eastern Atlantic seaboard. During this long period of delay, 
entanglements have killed several right whales in a population estimated at only about 350 
individuals. In such circumstances, the loss of a single whale brings the entire species that 
much closer to extinction. While it is too late to bring those dead whales back, we can do 
more to prevent any unnecessary deaths in the future. And that is where you come in.  
This victory is a giant step toward protecting right whales and other endangered whales, but 
there remains much to be done.  Ship strikes the other major cause of right whale 
deaths continue to be a serious concern. With your help, Ocean Conservancy is right now 
actively seeking further measures from NMFS to reduce ship strikes by slowing ships as 
they traverse known right whale habitats.  

That battle, of course, is ongoing. As for today, it is time to celebrate. Once again, Ocean 
Conservancy thanks you for all your efforts on the entanglement ruling, and we hope that 
we can count on your future support as we strive to protect all the whales of the Atlantic.   

Warm regards, 
Vicki Cornish 
Director, Marine Wildlife Conservation 
Ocean Conservancy 
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/

 

Email: ocean-alert@oceanconservancy.org

    

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
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Natural Resources Defense Council 
http://www.nrdc.org/

  
Dear Friends of IDW  

When scores of baby grey whales are born in Baja's magnificent San Ignacio Lagoon this coming 
winter, their nursery will be one step closer to being fully protected against industrialisation.  

Thanks to Mexican President Felipe Calderon, 109,000 acres of federal land surrounding the whale 
nursery were recently designated for conservation.  

I'm sure you agree that President Calderon and his administration should be applauded for 
defending wildlands and wildlife in the face of powerful economic interests.  

That's why I'm asking you to join me in thanking the Mexican president right now by sending him 
an online message at http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2

   

Your message of thanks is critical. We want President Calderon to register strong support from all 
across North America for his visionary policy, because the fight to save the whale's nursery 
is still far from over.  

Despite NRDC's stunning victory in 2000 that stopped Mitsubishi from industrializing the lagoon 
with the world's largest saltworks, San Ignacio Lagoon is still vulnerable to plans for 
oil and gas drilling ... massive high-rise hotels and resort marinas ... and ocean-bound ship traffic.  

That's why it's so urgent that we press ahead with our ambitious plan to permanently protect all one 
million acres of land surrounding the lagoon.  

Thanks to the generosity of Members like you, our conservation alliance has already secured 
permanent protection for 140,000 acres of communal and private lands. When you add in the 
government's 109,000 acres, we have succeeded in putting 249,000 acres off-limits to industry and 
developers forever.  

We're a quarter of the way to our one-million-acre goal  in just two years!  

Please go to http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2 right now and express your appreciation to 
the President of Mexico for defending San Ignacio Lagoon.  

And thank you for supporting our campaign to surround this last unspoiled grey whale nursery with 
a million acres of protection.  

Sincerely,  

Frances Beinecke 
President 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
http://www.nrdc.org/

  

http://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2
http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2
http://www.nrdc.org/
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A Solution on the Horizon: OCEANS 21 

While there are many things individuals can do every day to protect our oceans and coasts, some 
large scale problems need to be tackled by our government. The problems facing our oceans are far-
reaching and disparate, and demand a comprehensive approach. By taking a more holistic approach 
to our oceans, we can start to revive our oceans and ensure a future in which our children can swim 
in clean water and enjoy fresh seafood. 

A bill named OCEANS 21 -- The Oceans Conservation, Education, and National Strategy for the 
21st Century Act -- introduced in January 2007, would vastly improve how we as a nation care for 
and manage our oceans, and the spectacular wildlife that call them home. OCEANS 21 provides a 
national vision for protecting, maintaining and restoring oceans while encouraging the development 
and implementation of local ocean plans, as people on the ground often have the best view of the 
problems and workable solutions. The legislation would implement key recommendations of the 
Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy. OCEANS 21 has the potential 
to become one of our nation's seminal environmental laws, along the lines of the Clean Air Act and 
the Clean Water Act. 

More Solutions for Healthy Oceans 

In addition to working with Congress to pass a strong OCEANS 21 bill, NRDC is working with 
organizations around the world to push for stronger controls on fishing in ocean waters beyond 
national jurisdiction -- on the high seas and in our states. Our vision for the continued health and 
vibrancy of our oceans includes:  

Ending Destructive Practices. We must end overfishing and maintain abundant and diverse 
ocean fish populations. We must reduce the nutrient pollution that creates dead zones in the 
ocean. And the United States should support international efforts to place a moratorium on 
unregulated bottom trawling on the high seas until an effective regime is in place to protect 
deep-sea corals and other vital ocean habitats. 

Creating Underwater Parks. We started creating parks and wilderness on land more than a 
century ago; it's time to do the same for the ocean. Studies show that marine protected areas 
have bigger fish, greater diversity of life and higher productivity than similar areas that are 
open to fishing. Establishing marine protected areas is one of the best ways we can ensure 
the ocean's ability to sustain and restore its extraordinary diversity of life. 

Prompting State Action. A number of states have been moving to protect their marine 
resources, which typically extend about 3 miles from shore. California and New York, for 
example, have passed ocean protection laws that set out a state ocean conservation policy, 
and create overarching councils to help implement that policy and coordinate the ocean 
work done by various state agencies.  

Healthy oceans are a vital natural resource. By taking strong action to implement the 
recommendations above, the president and Congress -- and legislatures of coastal states -- can help 
avert an ocean crisis. 

http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/policy.asp

    

http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/policy.asp
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A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL PORTELLY  

by Horace Dobbs  

I was very sorry to hear of Michael Portelly's death, as we have been good friends ever since he 
took up underwater photography.   

I well remember one conference we were attending together. He stood at the rostrum and started his 
presentation by saying "It was Horace Dobbs who got me into underwater photography with his 
book CAMERA UNDERWATER." Mike held up my book and said as he tossed it over his 
shoulder much to the amusement of the audience: "After I read it I 
threw it away!" Which was exactly the right thing for him to do, 
because he broke the mould of virtually all of the other underwater 
photographers in the world. At the time, photographers were 
getting ever more creative with their images of underwater life and 
exhibiting them at events such as the Brighton Underwater Film 
Festivals in the 1960s. What Michael did was to use the undersea 
world, especially in the Red Sea, as a photographic studio. He was 
brilliantly creative and his still photograph of a lifting bag as an air 
balloon with a model in the basket beneath the balloon peering into 
the distance is an iconic image that will stay with me forever.  

Michael's use of the water medium in his underwater studios to get women's dresses and hair to 
float around them to create images of beguiling beauty opened new doors for fashion photographers 
around the world.  

Michael's amazing creative abilities rose to even greater heights when he turned to filmmaking. I 
had the privilege of working with him on one of his movies in the Red Sea. He could create fantasy 
like no other director/cameraman I know. I had to see a clip of only a few seconds of any one of his 
films to know immediately who had filmed it. I remember being so excited when I first 
unexpectedly saw his advert for Cheltenham and Gloucester on television. I knew instantly he had 
made it.  You can see how he produced his films, his picture gallery, excerpts of his films on 
http://www.portelly.com/,  

From the start, Michael was concerned about caring for the 
underwater environment and he became ever more passionate 
about all aspects of conservation as the years went by. We often 
talked about my interest in dolphins. I was delighted when he 
accepted an invitation to address a conference I was closely 
involved with and chairing at the Open University in December 
2003. At the time I was going through a traumatic experience. 
My grandaughter Rebecca, with whom I was very close, had 
been involved in a very serious car crash in October. Five days 
later she was pronounced brain dead at Hull Royal Infirmary. 
However, by what can only be explained as a miracle, she 
fluttered back into life. I announced this at the conference and was able to report that she was 
sufficiently recovered by then to come home for Christmas and that I was planning to take her and 
her sister, Fiona, to swim with the dolphins in the Red Sea the following January. I knew at the time 
that Michael was in remission from a cancer that had almost taken his life and we were all hopeful 
that he would also make a full recovery.  

http://www.portelly.com/
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At the close of the conference Michael made a passionate address and film presentation. It brought 
an immediate standing ovation and applause that went on for several minutes.  

After the conference Michael often visited Jackie and Terry Connell at their house in Milton 
Keynes to work on his film and his plans to carry around the world his message for peace and 
harmony as well as the means of achieving it. We often talked on the phone. He was not to see his 
dream fulfilled. But it lives on in others whose lives he touched.  A copy of that presentation on 
DVD Viewing the Word Through New Eyes 

 
a strategy for the future can be obtained from 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html     

Michael wanted as many influential people as possible to see his vision for the future so please 
feel free to make copies and pass on to anyone that you think would be interested.  

Michael will be sadly missed by those who knew him personally and also by those who were 
moved by the stunningly beautiful images he created, above and underwater.  

RELIEF ADVERTISING STRATEGY 
by Michael Portelly 

In 1996 I read a prophetic book, Choice: Evolution or Extinction, by Ervin Laszlo, that saw the 
current global crisis and unless the necessary remedial measures are taken, our generation will leave 
the legacy of a planet, poisoned and stripped of its assets and its beauty. 

As things stand, climate change is out of control, environmental destruction and pollution continue 
unabated, the oceans are becoming devoid of life and on the same day we celebrate record highs in 
the markets, 40,000 children die from chronic hunger. Relief efforts, charities and development 
organisations are under funded, at a time when governments cannot meet the need in their own 
countries much less the developing world.  

The Genesis Project 

Relief Advertising Strategy uses the power of media to focus consumer and investor support for 
companies willing to help the world, rewarding investors, increasing company profit and liberating 
new resources for the task of global regeneration. This makes it financially viable for companies to 
fund relief efforts to save lives, protect eco-systems and endangered species, invest in technology to 
end pollution, or sponsor Future Forests to fund global reforestation or purchase rainforest to 
prevent it being cut down, to neutralise their carbon dioxide output, to slow global warming. 

Though many good companies do help the world, few hear about it. Few know that C&G were the 
first corporate sponsor of marine diversity in the UK and my proto-type ad was designed to gain 
them the public appreciation and financial reward, that research shows, they would receive were 
they to run this type of campaign. The advertising industry is a globally extended network of some 
of the finest creative minds on the planet. Imagine the kind of ads that might emerge if the industry 
extended its existing charter and embraced such an approach. 

Relief Advertising Strategy harnesses market forces in a new way, rewarding companies willing to 
play their part in helping to solve the chronic problems that afflict our age, gaining them the 
appreciation of the whole world. 

For further information please see www.portelly.com

 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html
http://www.portelly.com
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NEWS CUTTINGS  

Dolphins go on a surfing safari 
Daily Mail, Thursday, July 12, 2007  

  

From Richard Shears in Sydney  

Many visitors to Australia have two particular things on their to do list  go surfing and swim with 
dolphins.  

It seams the dolphins like to do exactly the same.  As this astonishing picture shows, this group of at least 20 
of the creatures couldn t resist catching a giant wave when it came along.  

The friendly animals often come close to the shore at this spot some 300 miles north of Perth in Western 
Australia and rub their noses against swimmers and surfers in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean.  

But sometimes the bottlenose dolphins that live along the 1,500-mile coastline like to enjoy time off from 
entertaining the tourists  and do what humans do.  

This jolly frolic was captured on film at Eagle George, a well-known dolphin watching location in the 
Kalbarri National Park.  

It is not the first time a whole group of dolphins has been caught leaping over a wave in such a seemingly 
choreographed fashion, but wildlife experts say the phenomenon is extremely rare.  

Bottlenose dolphins, recognisable by their 14-inch snout and what appears to be a grin, are found in the 
warmest oceans, although they have also been seen off the British coast.  They frequently ride on the waves 
made by the wake of boats, or enjoy catching the waves that humans surf on.  

This activity, say scientists, is the result of natural behaviour adapted from swimming in a mother dolphin s 
slip stream when they are youngsters.  
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They are friendly towards humans and although researchers have yet to define exactly why, it is believed 
they have a naturally placid and inquisitive nature.  

They will avoid aggression, even if it comes from sharks, and it is only when they are in extreme danger that 
they will team up and turn on their enemies.  

Members of a family of mammals called cetaceans, they tend to swim in groups known as pods.  

They will often accompany humpback whales, on their migration up and down the eastern Australian coast.  

While most pods consist of around six to ten dolphins, sometimes the pods will team up for as long as a day 
before splitting up again.  

The males can grow up to 12ft long and weigh 70stone, while females are a little smaller.  

Marine scientists say they are among the most intelligent creatures in the animal world and can communicate 
so well with humans that they are easy to train for tricks in captivity.  

Flipper, the star of the television programme, was a bottlenose dolphin, and many others have been featured 
in movies.  Such is their intelligence, that an individual will often swim ahead of the pod on a scouting 
mission to check out unfamiliar territory and then report back to the rest of the group through signals 
scientists have yet to understand.  

Fishermen have observed that if another bottlenose dolphin is drowning, others will come to its aid and 
support it with their bodies so its blowhole is about the water.    

Dolphin Discovery 
LANZAROTE GAZETTE, May 2007  

The body of a rare species of dolphin, previously unknown 
to the Canary Islands, was discovered off Papagayo in late 
April. The Sowerby s Beaked Whale is a species of 
cetacean about which very little is known, and what we do 
know has been gleaned from stranded specimens such as 
the 4.5 metre male that was discovered at Papagayo.  

The boat, which made the discovery, reported the find to 
the authorities, and the carcass was towed to Puerto Calero, 
where it was examined and identified by a group led by 
Vidal Martin, director of the Whale Museum.  

The Sowerby s Beaked Whale is named after the English 
artist who first painted the creature.  It has previously been 
found off North America and Norway and the discovery 
marks one of the furthest possible points south it has been 
registered in. The find brings the number of whale and 
dolphin species in the Canaries to 29, meaning it has the 
greatest range of cetaceans in the Atlantic.    
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