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I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.  

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 

1st April 2008  

I NTERNATI ONAL DOLPHI N W ATCH ( I DW )  

I S A GLOBAL FAMI LY OF DOLPHI N LOVERS 

HELPING DOLPHINS AND PEOPLE  

In the past, members communicated via the printed journal DOLPHIN. 

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin 
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and 
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click of a 
mouse. 

Please feel free to pass this Newsletter on to others.  If they would like to be notified 
when a new Newsletter is issued, plus information on its contents, contact: Kris email 
mailto:idw@talk21.comm    

mailto:idw@talk21.comm
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CONSERVATION  

No ocean is untainted by the polluting hand of Man  

  

From The Times, 15th February 2008  

Mark Henderson, Science Editor  

Almost half of the oceans have been badly damaged by humanity and no region has been left untouched, the 
first global map of Man s impact on marine ecosystems has revealed.   

The ambitious project to chart the changing ocean environment shows that Man has exacted a much heavier 
toll on the seas through fishing, pollution and climate change than had been thought.   

The world map, which was created by dividing the oceans into kilometre squares, shows that 41 per cent 
have been affected strongly by 17 human activities, a much higher proportion than expected.   

Some of the worst-affected marine areas are found around the British Isles. Parts of the North Sea, the 
Channel and the North Atlantic off the Irish and Scottish coasts have all been assessed as suffering very high 
ecological damage.   

The map is the first to combine information on how different human influences are affecting the oceans. It 
examined indicators of environmental health, including coral reefs, fisheries, kelp forests and water quality.   

Ben Halpern, of the US National Centre for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis (NCEAS), who led the study, 
said: This project allows us to finally start to see the big picture of how humans are affecting the oceans. 
Our results show that when these and other individual impacts are summed up, the big picture looks much 
worse than I imagine most people expected. It was certainly a surprise to me.   

David Garrison, the biological oceanography programme director at the US National Science Foundation, 
which funded the initiative, said: This research is a critically needed synthesis of the impact of human 
activity on ocean ecosystems. The effort is likely to be a model for assessing these impacts at local and 
regional scales.   

The map, which was presented at the annual meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science in Boston yesterday, was produced by drawing up human impact scores 
for each marine square. A paper describing the map has been published in the journal Science.   

Each type of human influence fits one of four categories: climate change, pollution, fishing and shipping. 
Climate change has had the greatest impact, particularly though rising sea temperatures and its effect of 
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